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THE 


UTIOA OHRISTIAN REPOLITORY: 


VoL. IV. 
ADDRESS. 


In commencing the fourth volume 
of the Repository, the Editors would 
present to their Patrons the congratu- 
lations of the season, together with 
their thanks for the encooragement af- 
forded them to continue their labors. 
It has been common in this country for 
religious magazines to be very short 
lived. We had seen so many publi- 
cations devoted principally to the in- 
vestigation of doctrinal and practical 
truth, obtain support for a year or 
two, and then decline and die, that we 
entered on the work with a degree of 
timidity, conscious that we were ma- 
king a hazardous experiment, and 
have pursued it with many apprehen- 
sions that we should ultimately share 
the fate of our predecessors. And 
our patrons also have expressed many 
fears of the same kind; and some of 
them seem to have expected that each 
volume of this work would be the last. 
We have the satisfaction, however, to 
state to them, that the patronage, 
which this work has received, has 
had, on the whole, a steady increase, 
from year to year, till at length we 


JANUARY, 


have been able to realize a small a- | 
mount of clear profits to be divided | 


between those charitable institutions 
to which it had been promised. ‘The 
amount is smaller, indeed, than we 
could wish it were, and smaller, we 
are persuaded, than it would have 
been, if some of the friends of those 
institutions had not been induced to 
believe that nothing would ever be re- 
alized from this work, and conse. 
quently neglected to make those ef- 
forts to improve the work itself, and 
extend its circulation, which would 
VOL. IV. 
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have been easy for them, and advan- 
tageous to those institutions. 


We have never for a moment 
doubted that there is a sufficiency of 
talent and piety, in the clergy and 
other literary gentlemen in this vicin- 
ity, to fill the pages of such a publica- 
tion as this, from month to month, 
with a good variety of useful and in- 
teresting materials. And we have not 
doubted that there is also in the chris- 
tian public a sufficient inclination to 
read and to patronize a work of such 
a nature, to afford a large subscription 
list, and a handsome amount of pro- 
fits from year to year for tke charita- 
ble purposes contemplated. The dif- 
ficulties we have anticipated,and have 
in part realized, have had other sour- 
ces. Many who could write well, 
have had so little confidence in their 
own abilities, or so many engagements 
of a different kind, or so little sense of 
the importance of writing for a publi- 
cation of this nature, or so little ex- 
pectation that this work would be con- 
tinued, that they could not be induced 
to afford us much assistance in this 
way. By this means it has happened 
that the work hss not been rendered 
so worthy of the public patronage, 
nor so useful to its readers, as it might 
have been. In consequence of this, 
some, who have not found the work 
all that they could wish, have felt less 
disposition to make it known to their 
friends, or to use any exertions to ex- 
tend its circulation. May we not hope, 
that now, since it has been found that 
a work of this kind can live, and can 
be made to yield something to the two 
most important charitable institutions 
in this part of the country, the friends 
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of the work itself, and the friends of ) we have observed on a former occa- 
those institutions, will be encouraged |} sion, that the permanent support of 
to exert themselves in its behalf, and, || benevolent institutions cannot be ex- 
by an united effort, render it more use- || pected but from those that love the 


ful to the public, and more productive || 
to those institutions? 
The importance of keeping up a) 
publication of this nature, in this re- | 
gion, we think cannot be doubted. If 
there are better works of the kind pub- |) 
lished at a distance, it is an admitted | 
fact, abundantly tested by experience, |; 
that they cannot obtain a general cir- 
culation among us. And that some | 
work of this nature needs to be circu- || 
jated and read, must be evident to all | 
that have taken notice of the prevail- | 
ing taste of the present age. The 
light reading, furnished by the mere | 
vehicles of intelligence, is adapted to || 
increase that thirst for novelty, which | 
already prevails to an alarming de-| 
gree, and, at the same time, to increase | 
a distaste for all solid instruction. The } 
preaching which people are willing to 
hear must be of the same general char- || 
acter with theirreading. If they read 
nothing but news, they will soon be | 
willing to hear nothing but news. And | 
when the churches lose their relish for } 
the substantial truths of the gospel, it | 
} 
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is to be expected that religion will de- | 
cline, benevolent institutions lose their 
support, revivals cease or degenerate, 
and error and wickedness abound. An || 
observation of the strong tendency of || 
things to such a result has already 
alarmed many of the most pious and | 
judicious christians in various parts of || 
our country. It is an acknowledged i! 
fact, that religion has, of late, much || 
declined. It is an acknowledged 
fact, that the most important benevo- 
lent institutions are much embarrassed 
for wantof support. It is an acknow- 
ledged fact, that revivals of religion 
are much less frequent than formerly, 
and that error and wickedness abound. 
And in view of these facts, is it not 
incumbent on all who desire the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, to inquire into the causes of this }| 
decline, and endeavor to remove them? 

For ourselves, we think it evident, as 


| 
| 
\ 








| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


gospel; and that there cannot be any 
more love of the gospel than there is 


| knowledge of the gospel, nor any more 


knowledge of the gospel than there is 
of attention to the investigation of its 


|| substantial truths from the pulpit and 
| the press. 


And we cannot see how 
the request of our Saviour for his dis- 
ciples, that they might be sanctified 
through the truth,can ever be accom- 
plished, while they remain ignorant of 
that truth. Nor can we see how their 
ignorance is to be removed, but by 
their own attention, examination, and 
reflection. We expect, therefore, that 
true religion will continue to decline, 
and that error and wickedness will 
more and more prevail, unless the at- 
tention of christians can be recalled to 
the heart-searching and soul-humbling 
truths of the gospel, and they can be 
led earnestly to desire, and willingly 
to receive “the sincere milk of the 
word, that they may grow thereby.” 
In making these observations we 
would not be understood to oppose the 
circulation of religious intelligence. 
We wish every individual to be ac- 
quainted with all the benevolent ope- 
rations of the present day, and with 
all the leading facts which show the 
necessity of those operations. What 
we fear is, that the reading of news 
will engross more than its proper share 
of attention, and lead to the neglect of 
what is more necessary to our growth 
in grace; and that the vehicles of intel- 
ligence will occupy that place which 
ought to be given to books of solid in- 
struction, if they do not in a great 
measure croud out the bible itself. We 
wish every individual not only to be 
acquainted with the ignorance, and 
guilt, and misery, of the heathen, but 
to have his own mind so deeply im- 
bued with divine truth as to feel the 
fuil force of gospel motives, and be 
disposed to act with all his might, 
like the primitive christians, from the 
love of God, and the love of souls, in 


























promoting the spread of the gospel 
through the world. 

We have been happy to find, since 
the commencement of our editorial la- 
bors, that the sentiments above ex- 
pressed, are entertained by many in 
other parts of our country, as well as 
in this; and have given rise to some 
exertions to improve the character and 


extend the circulation of publications 


having the same general object with 
ours. No work of this kind, as far as 
we know, has been discontinued, dur- 
ing that time, for want of patronage. 
Three new ones have been commenced, 
during the last year, in New England 
alone, and appear likely to continue. 
And wehope and trust that the friends 
of truth in this region will be encour- 
aged to persevere in the common cause, 
and be roused to greater efforts, in pro- 
portion as they become more sensible 
of their necessity and importance. 
THE EDITORS. 


~~ @Ge~-— 
To the Editors of the Utica Christian Repository. 


Dear Sirs, ; 
The following thoughts are trans- 
mitted to you, for insertion in your 
useful Magazine, if you think they 
may subserve the cause of truth. You 
will please give notice of their recep- 
tion, whether you publish them or not. 
I have not been in the habit of writing 
for public papers; but if this effort 
shalt be thought worthy of notice, you 

may, perhaps, hear from me again. 

Yours, &c. 
R. J. 


REMARKS ON PROVERBS 16. 4. 


“The Lord hath made all things for him- | 


self: yea, even the wicked for the day of 


evil.” 


When 


things around us, and contemplate all 


that is exhibited to us, both in the | 
natural and moral world, and what | 


is thrown upon the field of human 


' observation, by the all controling 
providence of God, it becomes a sub- 
ject of no small interest to inquire, 
how far we are to consider the affir- 
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HW. ; 
ing to providence, as well as creation, 
} 


we look at the state of| 







mation of the wise man to extend. 
Whether, by “all things,” we are to 
understand only all existences both 
with and without animation, and 
with and without intelligence; or 
whether we are to include, also, ail 
events that occur, under providence, 
both in the natural and moral world; 
or, in other words, whether we are to 
suppose the passage to teach, merely, 
that God has created all things for 
himself, without including the idea 
of a directing and controling provi- 
dence? Whether he designed the ex- 
hibition of himself, to rest wpon, and 
terminate im, the act of creation:— 
or, whether creation was not the ir- 
strumental means, by which, in the 
successive acts of his administration, 
he designed to exhibit the perfections 
of his nature, and accomplish those 
glorious purposes of his wisdom and’ 
benevolence, that shall display the 
full Godhead, in the most clear and 
perfect manner, and under the most, 
adorable aspects, to the moral uni- 
verse? 

To me it appears ‘quite obvious, 
that we are to consider the text in the 
broadest and fullest sense, as extend- 
































and including events, as well as beings. 
This coriclusion is supported by the 
last clause of the passage, which looks 
directly at the closing act of God’s 
| providential government. The grand 
| object which the Divine Being had in 
view, was not accomplished when 
creation was finished. The work of 
creation was the first step in the great 
process of divine operation; the in- 
strument, in its various departments, 
by which he designed, in harmonious 
and wonderful succession, to open to 
the view of the intellectual universe, 
his own glorious perfections. The 
creating act could be important to the 
designs of heaven, only as connected 
with the accomplishment of these de- 
| signs. Hence, when the wise man 
says, that “the Lord has made all 
|| things for himself,” we cannot suppose 
that he means any thing else, than, 
that God created, with an intention to 
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4 Remarks on Proverbs 10. 4. 


govern things in such a manner, iio they should be miserable one hour, or 
the whole, by their existence, and in || one moment. ‘The objection is found- 
their various changes and destiny, ied on the position, that it is inconsist- 
should be to the prai se of his glory. } entin God to punish at all, those who 
To suppose any thing short of this, || are the instruments by which his pur- 
would seem to look like a denial of | oe are accomplished, and his glory 
providence. is promoted. We lay it down as an 

The following proposition may I undeniable principle, that, in every 
founded on the passage under con- | instance of natural evil which we see, 
sideration, to wit ,—God has made || we have an evidence of existing guilt. 
all things, and governs them, for his || The sufferings the Savior endured, 
own glory. | furnish the most striking demonstra- 

The direct proof of this proposition, || tions of the sinfulness of sin, and of 
either from scripture or reason, | shall || its desert of punislrment, that the uni- 
not now attempt, because it has here- || verse ever saw, er ever will see. 
tofore been abundantly thus support- Now, lay this position by the side of 
ed, and because the end which | that, which constitutes the pivot on 
might be thus obtained, may be || which the objection turns, and place 
quite as well obtained, by look- | both by the side of the facts that com- 
ing plainly and directly into the || mand our attention on every hand. 
| 
| 
| 





Ss 
face of those difficulties that may seem. || Men ave sufierers here. Human wo 
falls upon our ears, and pains our 


to be involved in it. These difiicult- 
hearts, in a thousand different forms 


ies may all be presented in one gen- 
of presentation. The fact, that men 


eral view. It is said, if this proposi- 
tion is true, then, all the natural and || suffer now, though, by their opposition 
and hatred to all that is holy and 


moral evil in the universe is for the 
glory of God, and so also must be, jj lovely, they are the instruments of 
accomplishing the secret purposes of 


all that shall forever hereafter exist. 
Thus far, to the eye of faith, there || heaven, is evidence, clear as the light 
of day, that if God can make them 


appears no darkness, for what is here 
objected, is affirmed and supported || miserable now, notwithstanding he 


the Bible over. “Lis when we come |j will promote his glory through their 
to the conclusion which feeble sense || hardness and impenitency, and yet 
draws, from the seeming inconsisten- || not implicate the moral rectitude of 
cy there is between the existence of || his character, he can, on the same 
sin and misery in the world, as the || principle, make them edernally mis- 
means of promoting the divine glory, jet rable; and, if justice requires that 
and the righteous and benevolent || they should suffer now, it will neqeire 
character of God, that darkness is | this, if they remain impenitent, during 
thrown upon our path, and we are || eternity. What shall we do with the 
made to stumble at the plain and un- | difficulty, then, when the principle on 
equivocal declarations of his word. || which it is founded, is directly in the 
I}ere then comes the difficulty in its || face of most solemn and affecting facts, 
full shape. If the existence of all || which every where force themselves 
the sin and misery in the world is for || upon our view? The justice of God 
the glory of God, then it was best || is as much implicated, on the princi- 
that they should exist, and those who || ple of the objection, in the sufferings 
are the instruments of their existence || which we now see and feel, as it can 
do glorify God, by accomplishing his || be, by the infliction of eternal suffer- 
will in this respect. Haw then is it |\ing. Hence, we must either clothe 
consistent that they should be made || God with a character of injustice and 
eternally miserable? I reply, cruelty, unparalleled, or else, we must 

1. Just as consistent that they || suppose the existence, both of natural 
should be eternally miserable, as that |}and moral evil, or the existence and 
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Remarks on Proverbs 16. 4. 5 


punishment of sin, consistemt with {|to God? The existence of creatures 
his moral rectitude, whilst yet, he || of every order, was dependent on his 
mekes both tributary to the promotion || will. It was for him to fill the empty 
of his glory. I have not attempted | void with worlds of light, and roll 
to prove, that -the existence both of || from his all creating arm, the won- 
natural and moral evil, will be made || ders of his wisdom and power, and 
the occasion of an wcreasingly glo- || place them in the order and harmony 
rious display of the perfections of the || of grand and sublime movement about 
Deity, because I suppose, that no || his throne. It was for him to create 
man, who has not made up his mind || mind, and originate thought in de- 
to turn Atheist, will deny this, how |; pendent intelligences. For what 
much soever he may deny that their || could he have done all this? To 
existence constituted a part of God’s || what object could he have directed 
original plan of providence and grace. || the attention ef his intelligent crea- 
The text teaches us, that, in the day || tures, so exalted, and so much desery- 
when evil shall come upon the wick- || ing their intense and unsuspended 
ed, it shall be made to appear, that |] praises, as himself? His own glery 
God had made even them, for himself; || then, must have been his ultimate end 
and the history of past providences || in creation. Dut if moral evil, with 
teaches us, that he has employed the |/ its whole train of misery can exist. 
wicked to further the most interesting || independent of any relation to this 
and glorious designs of his benevo- | end, so far as regards the fact of its 


| 


lence, | existence, and if it may be supposed, 
} 





2. We observe, that God was un- jj that it will not be. subordinate to this 
der no obligation to any being, to un- || end, in a sense, higher, and richer, 
dertake the work of creation. He || and more universal, than any other 
could have been under no such obli- || possible state of things could have 
gation, for no being besides himself || been, how far are we from implicating 
existed. Neither was he under any || both the wisdom and the benevolence 
obligation, nor could he have been, lof the Eternal? Who is prepared to 
from the nature of the case, to consult || charge God with injustice and cruelty, 
the feelings of any being besides him- || because he did not interpose, when 
self. No being existed, whose feelings || he might have done it with infinite 

| 





he might consult. We contemplate || ease, and hinder the rebellion of angels, 
iim, at an immensely distant point || and the apostacy of man? And who 
of duration in a past eternity, alone. || will presume to say, that he did not 
Unmeasurable space lies round about || see that the highest good of the uni- 
his throne. A solemn stillness reigns || verse would be promoted, all things 
| 
| 





throughout immensity. No angel || considered, by the admission of mor- 
al evil into the system? Nay, must 
we not believe, that he did see this, 
from the very fact, that under his 
wise and benevolent administration, 
moral evil does exist? 

3. It will not be denied, that it is 
the prerogative of God to take the 
life he gave, and to change, as to his 
creatures, the mode of their being, 
and the means and measure of their 
enjoyment or suffering. This pre- 
awful point in duration, let us pause || rogative he has exercised from the 
a moment,—and then ask—What || beginning of the world, and in the 
motive, to the work of creation, out || exercise of it, he does that whiclr 
af himself, could have been possible lI most materially affects both the indi_ 


raises his wings to cover his face in 
the presence of the ineffable Divinity. 
No company of cherubim lift their 
voices in the hallelujahs of heaven. 
All is solitude and void, but in that 
infinite abyss of wisdom, and power, 
and glory, where is accomplished the 
wonder of the Trinity, and where 
exists the mysterious and_ infinitely 
blessed society of the undivided 
Turer in One. At this solemn and 
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vidual upon whom it is exercised, and 


those who survive; the one in his des- | 


tiny for eternity, the others, more im- 
mediately, in their earthly prospects 
and felicities. ‘The solemn and affeet- 
ing facts to which our attention has 
been called, give full demonstration, 
that God is not influenced to suspend 
the exercise of his prerogative in tak- 
ing life, by peculiarity of circumstan- 
ces, nor by the prospect of distress 
and wretchedness, into which a fam- 
ily, or a nation, or the world may be 
thrown. We dare not, however, 
thence conclude, that he has not good 
reasons for the course he is pleased to 
pursue. And it is impossible for us 
to feel any peace of mind, under af- 
flictive providences, without sinking 
into a state of utter insensibility, in 
any other way, than to resolve all 
into the sovereign pleasure of God. 
Although we are unable to trace the 
line of providence, yet we may know, 
as God never acts without an end, 
that he has reasons for his conduct, 
which, if known to us, would not only 
satisfy us, but fill us, also, with the | 
most pure and elevated peace and joy. 
In the thought, “’tis the Lord, !et him 
do what seemeth him good,” we can | 
find an antidote to all that poisons 
the sources of our earthly comfort; 
and why, when we look upon the ex- 
istence and the prevalence, as well as | 
the ravages of sin, may we not repair 
to the same source to relieve the dis- | 
tress of our minds, and to dissipate | 
the darkness with which the Creator | 
has been pleased, in this, as many | 
other things, to shroud himself? The 
selfishness of our affections is such, 
that we desire to control the governing 
providence of God, in those things 
which we think involve our present 
and future happiness. Hence, we 
not unfrequently resist the benevolent 
purposes and will of heaven. » Had 
we right views of God and his govern- 
ment, and the grand ends, towards the 
accomplishment of which, he is direct- 
ing his wise and powerful energies, 
we should be led to see and feel our 
insignificance, when detached from 
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| the great whole which God is govern- 
ing, and under a horror of conscience 
| at our folly and presumption, in mak- 
ing our individual interest paramount 
to the interest of God and his king- 
dom, should admire the mercy that 
keeps us out of the pit. The all, of 
our importance, grows out of our re- 
lations to God and his moral king- 
dom. Ifwecould be sensible of this, 
and would view ourselves as parts 
of a grand whole, without the right of 
feeling, or pursuing, for a single mo- 
ment, a private and detached interest, 
we might then be brought not only to 
see, but to rejoice, also, in seeing, how 
the introduction of evil, both natural 
and moral, mav promote the general 
good, and how benevolence may not 
only consent to their existence, but 
also require it. But whilst the facts 
with which we are surrounded, force 
upon us the conclusion, that the ex- 
istence, both of natural and moral 
evil, is not only compatible with the 
general good of the universe, but also, 
in the view of infinite wisdom, neces- 
sary to it, this does not render suffer- 
ing not suffering, nor sin not sin. Sin 
is still sin, hateful in ¢tse/f, and odious 
to God, and justly deserving the man- 
ifestation of his righteous displeasure. 
R. J. 
(To be continued. ) 


000 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON MAKING A PROFESSION OF RELIGION. 


No. IL. 


It was proposed to point out, in 
this number, some of the advantages 
to be obtained by making a profession 
of religion. 

While every one is bound to make 
the glory of God his supreme object, 
he is also bound to regard his own 
best good according to its real worth, 
and to pursue such measures as God 
has authorized, in order to secure it. 
The bible points out the way to ac- 
complish both. A disinterested re- 
gard to our own happiness never in- 
terferes with a disinterested regard to 
the glory of God, nor with a 
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disinterested regard to the happiness 
of our neighbor. While selfishness 
sets all these interests in opposition, 
and produces universal confusion, 
disinterestedness sets every thing in 
its proper place, and produces uni- 
versal harmony. _ Disinterestedness 
is to the moral universe what the 
sreat principle of attraction is to the 
material. The sun, at the centre 
of our system, imparts light and heat 
to all the smaller orbs dependent upon 
it; while they, alike attracting and 
attracted, revolve round the common 
centre in perfect order, and never im- 
pede each other’s movements. The 
same order andthe same harmony ex- 
ist in the moral system, a3 far as_ the 
spirit of disinterested benevolence ex- 
tends its influénce. 

One advantage to be obtained by 
making a profession of religion, is, the 
satisfaction of a good conscience. We 
have seen, that it is the duty of every 
one who is converted to God, to come 
out from the world, and take a deci- 
ded stand on the Lord’s side. We 
have seen, that God requires of all his 
true friends that they openly avow 
their friendship to him and publicly es- 
pouse his cause. Now, there is great 
satisfaction in the consciousness of 
having done our duty. No one that 
has felt the. peace of mind which is 
produced by the consciousness of doing 
right, can think it of small importance. 
And who that has felt that sinking of 
soul, that self reproach, that inward 
shame, which is produced by the con- 
sciousness of having refused to do his 
duty, can be willing lightly to subject 
himself to it? We have seen, that 
there must be a visible church, to be 
“the pillar and ground of the truth,” 
“to make all men see what is the fel- 
lowship of the mystery, which, from 
the beginning of the world, has been 
hid in God” to be as “a city set on 
a hill, which cannot be hid,” to keep 
up the ordinances of the gospel, 
and provide for their continuance 
tothe end of time. And what must be 
the feelings of that man, who hopes he 
is a child of God, and yet is conscious 
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to himself that he is taking a course, 
which, if all others should take, the 
visible church must soon become ex- 
tinct, the ordinances. of the gospel fail, 
the light of* divine truth be put out, 
and total moral darkness overspread 
We have seen that those 


| who are converted to God have be- 


} 
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come members of Christ’s spiritual bo- 
dy, and ought to be visibly so, that 
they may perform the proper office of 
members, and be ready and able to 
help their fellow members on all occa- 
sions. And what must be the feelings 
of that man, who hopes he is a mem- 
ber of Christ’s body, and yet is con- 
scious to himself that he is mutilating 
that body by depriving it of a member? 
We have seen, that the honor of God 
requires every child of his to be open- 
ly and visibly such, that the credit of 
his good conduct may go to support 
and strengthen his cause in the world. 
And what must be the feelings of that 
man, who indulges the thought that 
the honor of God is dearer to him than 
his ewn soul, and yet is conscious to 
himself that he is taking such a course, 
by retaining visibly on the side of 
the world, that all his good con- 
duct goes to support the credit of that 
cause which is in opposition to the 
cause of God? We have seen that it 
was the dying command of Christ to 
his disciples, that they should celebrate 
his death, by partaking of the sacra- 
mental supper, in remembrance of him, 
| till he come again. And what must 
be the feelings of that man who in- 
dulges the thought that he loves Christ, 
| and yet is conscious of living in con- 
tinued disobedience to his dying com- 
mand? We have seen, that a confession 
of Christ before men is made a condi- 
| tion of salvation, and that “if we deny 
him, he also will deny us.” And what 
inward peace of mind can that man 
have, who is conscious to himself that 
he is, in one respect at least, if not in 
others, neglecting to confess Christ be- 
fore men, and of course, is tacitly, it 
not professedly denying him? We have 
seen, that God requires his people to 
enter into covenant with him, and with 
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one another, and publicly and solemn- || present powerful inducements to him 
ly to bind their souls with the oath of || to take heed to his steps, and to watch 
God, to walk in his ways and to keep || against the very beginnings of evil. 
his ordinances; and what peace of con- || He will be less likely, therefore, to 
science can he enjoy, who is conscious live in the neglect of duty, or to be 
to himself that he is unwilling to do || guilty of a criminal conformity to the 
what God requires? We have seen, | world. And as he will be less likely 
that the children of God are command- || to comply with solicitations to do evil, 


ed tocome out frem the world and be | 
separate, that there may bea visible | 
and marked distinction between the | 
friends of God and his enemies, and | 
what must be the feelings of him who || 
indulges the thought that he is a friend : 
of God, and hopes to share the enjoy- 
ments ofsuch in heaven and yet is con- 
scious to himself that he chooses to be | 
ranked among his enemies here? Let 
every one,who thinks he is converted to | 
God, and yet lives in the neglect of | 
this important duty, compare the feel- | 
ing of hisown mind which arise from | 
the consciousness of doing right, and | 
those which arise from the conscious- | 
ness of living in sin known and ailow- | 
ed. 
Another advantage to be obtained by | 
making a profession of religion, i is the 
help to be derived from it in resisting | 
temptation, We are continually sur- 
rounded with temptations to sin, and | 
are often most exposed when least a- | 
ware of danger. Every one that knows 
his own heart must > sensible that he, 
greatly needs every help against temp- | 
tation that can be obtained; and that | 
every thing which contributes in any | 
way to strengthen him to resist solici-, 
tations to sin, must be an advantage. | 
A professien of religion contributes to | 
this,in various ways. It furnishes new | 
motives to resist temptation and to. 
discharge every duty with fidelity. Fie | 
that has taken a public and decided 
stand on the Lord’s side, and called | 
God, angels, and men, to witness his | 
vows, must feel that the eyes of many 
ure upon him, and that every st tep ke 
takes is franght with consequences of | 
eternal import, not to himself only, 
out to his brethren, and to them that | 
are without; and that God will be glo- 
rifled or dishonored by it, in the sight || 
of many. These considerations will |! 


' 
| 
1 


i} 
| are caught in an evil net, through the 


so he will be less likely to be strongly 
solicited. When a man has taken his 
stand, on any subject, and avowed his 

| principles, and expressed his determi- 
nation to act according to them, he is 

| not likely to be strongly solicited to 
|| join an opposite party. But while he 
appears undecided, and seems to stand 
halting between two opinions, he is 
exposed to solicitations on all sides, 
| and seems to invite at Those who 
indulge a hope, and yet neglect to 
profess religion for a considerable’ 
time, usually find themselves entan- 
| gled with difficulties from which they 
| know not how to obtain deliverance, 
i} 


and commonly lose their enjoyment of 


| the things of religion, and sink down 
| into a state of coldness and stupidity. 


| One sin indulged makes way for anoth- 


er. The negl: ct of the duty of profes- 


sing religion leads to then neglect of oth- 


er religions duties, till they backslide 
so far as to have no good evidence te 
| themselves, and to furnish none to 
others, that they have ever experien- 
ced a change of heart. They lose 
their own hope, or live divided between 
hopes and fears, destitute of any enjoy- 
ment in the things of religion, and in- 
capable of having much from the things 
ofthe world. ‘They become an easy 
| prey to seducers, are often driven 
about by every wind of doctrine, and 


cunning craftiness of those who lie in 
wait to deceive, till they pierce them- 
selves through with many sorrows, 
and prepare themselves for a dying 
bed of darkness, doubt, and despair. 
Another advantage to be obtained 
by making a profession of religion, is, 
the help to be derived from our chris- 
tian brethren. It. was, doubtless, one 
of the great ends for which particular 
churches were instituted, and for which 
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vw was made the duty of those who are 
converted to Goud to become members 
ef them, that they might be mutual | 
helps to each other. As far as any | 
are christians indeed, so far they may | 
be disposed to help each other, if they | 
are not connected together in a partic- | 
ular church. But the same individu- | 
als will have more ability and more | 
inclination to do this, when thus uni- | 


ted together, than when they are not. 


Their inclination to help each other, if 
they feel right, will be in proportion | 
to their knowledge of each other’s | 
wants; and their knowledge of casks 
other’s wants will be in proportion to | 
the intimacy of their acquaintance, and | 
the frequency of their intercourse. 
When an individual unites witha partic- 
ular church, he binds himself by his cov- 
enant to walk with that church in all the 
ordinances of Christ, and with the 
members thereof as be cometh a mem. | 
ber, according to the requirements | 
of the gospel; and all the members 
of that particular church bind them- 
selves by the same obligations to 
him. ‘These obligations include, 
meeting together for the stated worship | 
of God on the sabbath, and at other || 
times, and an attendance on all the 
meetings of the church for christian | 
conference and the transaction of the | 
business of Christ’s house; and also | 
that intimate® christian intercourse 
which is kept up by social visits and | 
personal conversation. In this aa 
their knowledge of each other’s wants | 
is greatly increased. And those who | 
do not forsake the assembling of them 
selves together, as the manner of some 
is, and thus become estranged from 
their mother’s children, will have their 
interest in each other, and their 
disposition to help each other, greatly 
increased. ‘heir ability, also to help | 
each other, will be increased in the 
same proportion. Every one will 
know what admonitions, and exhorta- 
tions, and reproofs, are needed by eve- 
ry other, and will be able to give them, 
at the best time, and in the best man- 
ner. The mutual watch and care, 








and the faithful brotherly admonition 
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of those who feel the deepest interest in 
each other’s welfare,will greatly tend to 
strengthen and animate and quicken 
each other to every duty, and bea 
great safeguard against temptation to 
} Sin And if, at any time, any one 
falls into the snare of the devil, his 
| brethren are bound by their solemn 
covenant to make every effort to help 
| him out. And if they are intimately 
acquainted with his circumstances, and 
ardently desirous of doing him good, 
| they will administer to him the disci- 
pline of the gospel, according to the 
true spirit of it, which isa ‘spirit of 
| brotherly love, and probably succeed 
| in restoring him to the path of duty. 
No one that knows his own heart, and 
| realizes how prone he is to go astray, 
| 
t 





and at the same time sincerely desires 
| to be kept from turning aside, can fail 
of esteeming it a great privilege to live 
in the midst of faithful christian breth- 
ren, and to have them bound by sol- 
emn covenant to watch over him, te 
| encourage him in duty, to lift him up 
| when he falls, and to bring him back 
} 
| 





when he wanders. He will ardently 
desire it, and will say with the Psalm- 
ist, “Let the righteous smite me, 
| it shall be a kindness; and let him re- 
prove me, it shall be an excellent oil 
which shall not break my head.” 
Another advantage to be obtained 
|| by making a profession of religion, is, 
‘the help to be derived from the ordi- 
'nances of Christ’s house. Some of 
those ordinances, indeed, are open to 
all. ‘The preaching of the word may 
be heard by those who do not. make a 
professica of religion, incommon with 
those who do. ‘The prayers which 
are offered up, and the praises which 
are sung, may be cordially joined in, 
by all whose hearts are right, wheth- 
jet they are visible members of the 
‘church or not. But there are other 
ordinances instituted by the great 
Head of the church, which are acces- 
sible to none but his professed friends. 
| No others can come to his table, and 





commemorate his death, in the sa- 
cramental supper. No others can pre- 


sent their children to the Lord, in the 
) 


al 











iV 


ordinanceof baptism, and place them 
under the watch and geardianship. of 
the church. And how lightly. soever 
any of the ordinances of Christ’s house 
may be thought of by some, it is doubt- 
less true that the Lord Jesus himself 
best knew what we should need for 
the promotion of our growth in grace, 
and has instituted those ordinances on- 
ly which are best adapted to attain 
this end. And whatever he has 
made it our duty to do, we may be 
certain is a privilege to do, and can- 
not be neglected without a serious loss 
to ourselves, as well as a serious of- 
fence against God. 

Another advantage to be obtained 
by making a profession of religion, is, 
an opportunity more visibly and pub- 
licly to honor Christ. This must be 
esteemed no small privilege by those 
that love him. When they consider 
the excellence of his character, and 
the glory of his perfections, and re- 
member his infinite condescension, 
and the greatness of his sufferings for 
guilty men; when they think of the 
reproach, and the shame, and the dis- 
honor to which he cheerfully submitted, 
when “for our sakes he became poor, 
that we, through his poverty might be 
rich,”’ they must ardently desire to 
hoaor him in the most visible and 
public manner of which they are ca- 
pable. They must esteem it a great 
privilege, that there is a way pointed | 
out, in which they can without any 
appearance of ostentation, and in the 
exercise of the greatest modesty and 
meekness, publicly avow their attach- 
ment to the Lord Jesus, their regard 
for his character, their love to his doc- 
trines, their gratitude for his favors, | 
and their determination to obey his | 
precepts; and that they may unite | 
with his people in doing this, in the 
presence of God, angels and men, as 
often as the stated season returns of 
communing together at his table. 

Another advantage to be obtained 
by making a profession of religion, is, 
an opportunity more visibly and pub- 
licly to admonish the wicked. The 
christian spirit is a spirit of beneyo- 
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lence. Every one that is converted to 
God, ardently desires to do good.to his 
fellow men. Multitudes around us are 
living in sin, and going down, thought- 
less and careless, to the chambers of 
eternal death. While we are eonsider- 
ed as belonging tothe same class, every. 
thing we do is capable of being turned 
by them into encouragement to contin- 
ueinsin. If we join with them in their 
wicked practices, we encourage them 
by ourexample. If we lead a regular 
life, they hold us up as examples of 
those who without religion can be as 
good as christians are with it. If they 
know that we entertain a hope that we 
are christians, and yet do not confess 
Christ before men, they know that we 
are living in disobedience to a plain 
command of God, and encourage them- 
selves by our example in that. And if 
we feel inclined to admonish them, the 
consciousness that we also are living in 
sin, and that they know it, is very apt 
to stop our mouth, lest we should re- 
ceive the reply, “physician, heal thy- 
self.” But when we have openly and 
publicly taken our stand on the Lord’s 
side, and have avowed our attachment 


|| tothe Lord Jesus and his cause, in the 


most public and solemn manner, be- 
sides the admonition which that act 
conveys to every impenitent witness 
of it, the consciousness of doing our du- 
ty, and of maintaining a consistent 
character, gives us an advantage to ad- 
dress others on the subject, as we have 
opportunity, and gives a force to our 
admonitions,which they could not have 
under different circumstances. 

These are some of the advantages to 
be obtained by making a public profes- 
sion of religion. In my next number 
I propose to consider some of the ex- 
cuses which are pleaded for the neg- 
lect of this duty. 

G. G. 


SIGIE . 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
UTILLTY OF CERTAIN TRUTHS. 
Ever since the rebellion of angels 
and of men, the character of God, as 
revealed in his word, and as manifested 
by his providence, has been reviewed 
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with strictness,and often censured with | 
severity. Many have complained of | 
his sovereignty, of his justice, and 
some even of his wisdom and good- 
ness. Some have called in question 
the wisdom and goodness of his provi- 
dence, and others the wisdom and util- 
ity of his word. Though few are wil- 
ling to acknowledge openly that they 
are displeased with God, yet many are 
presumptuous enough, to censure with 
freedom some®f the truths which are 
revealed in his holy word. This how- 
ever is certain, that God claims per- 
fection, not only in the wisdom and 
goodness of his providence, but in the 
wisdom of his word. For thus saith 
the Lord, by the mouth of the apos- 
tle, “ All scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works.” 
And again by the Psalmist, “ The law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul; the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple.” And 
we are also invited to examine the 
truth of these declarations, and com- 
pare it with the dictates of sound rea- 
son and an impartial conscience.— 
“Come now, and let us reason to- 
gether, saith the Lord. What is the 
chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord. 
Is not my word like as a fire? saith the 
Lord ; and like a hammer, that break- 
eth the rock in pieces ?” The truth of 
these declarations has ever been a sub- 
ject of contention in this world, and 
especially of late. It seems there- 
fore to be necessary to vindicate the di- 
vine character from these complaints, 
which are such a source of grief to 
the friends of God and of triumph to 
his enemies. 

Perhaps the utility of no other 
truths has so frequently been called in 
question, as that of the universal gov- 
ernment and absolute sovereignty of 
God, and the duty of impartial benev- 
olence, as a condition of salvation. If 
the wisdom, utility, and importance of 
the exhibition of these truths, can be 


shown, the labor of vindicating other 
truths will be saved; for none while 
exercising a cordial belief of these, 
ever censure the wisdom or utility of 
any other truths revealed in scripture. 
With those who deny these truths, it 
is not my design at present to contend. 
It is my object to show, that the reve- 
lation and frequent exhibition of the 
universal providence and absolute so- 
vereignty of God, and the duty of im- 
partial benevolence as a condition of 
salvation, is of real atility and im- 
portance, to promote the glory of God, 
and the holiness and happiness of his 
creatures. 

These truths exalt the character of 
God. They imply his omnipresence, 
his omnipotence, and his goodness. 
They imply, that he has not aban- 
doned the work of his hands, but is 
deeply interested and engaged to ac- 
complish some important object by 
every event which he causes to take 
place. They show, that he is not an 
Epicurean Deity, that is heedless and 
careless of the condition and character 
of his creatures, but that he orders 
every circumstance which renders 
their condition either happy or mise- 
rable; and constantly works in them, 
both to will and to do, as his infinite 
wisdom sees best, that they should 
will and do. They also imply, that 
he is impartial; that he seeks the good 
of individuals, in subordination to the 
general good. And the requirement 
of impartial benevolence, as a condi- 
tion of salvation, implies that God is 
pleased with holiness, and will not ad- 
mit the selfish and sensual to the en- 
joyments of the just. No other view 

|of the divine character, is so exalted, 
and so well adapted to fill creatures 
with reverence and holy fear. 

These truths are well adapted to in- 
spire confidence in God. This is ne- 
cessary, hot only to support us under 
affliction, but to encourage us to press 
forward in duty. Before we can con 
fide in any being, it is necessary to 
have evidence of his ability and his 
goodness. These truths imply both of 
these perfections. In view of these, 
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the christian may see the hand of God | 
in every evil, constantly working all 
things after the counsel of his own 
will, and causing all his trials to work 
together for his good. And he may 
resign all his interests into his hands, 
with the assurance, that God will dis- 
pose of them all, so as to promote the 
glory of his name, and the highest 
good of his kingdom. But, deny 
these truths, and what evidence have 
we, that all, or even any of the evils 
of life, are for personal or for the 
general good. Where is the founda- 
tion of patience and submission under 
them? “If the foundations” of the 
divine government “be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?” On 
what arm can they lean in time of 
trouble? How can they submit to the 
natural evils which they are called to 
suffer, or to the moral evil which is 
frequently the occasion of them? How 
can they submit to those moral evils 
which are leading their friends and 
fellow creatures down to the chambers 
of death? But, in view of the divine 
providence and sovereignty, it is easy 
to submit to all these evils. When 
we receive unkind treatment from 
another, we can say with truth, as 
David did, when his enemy insulted 
him, “Let -him alone, and let him 
curse, for the Lord hath bidden him.” 
And when the heavenly hosts see the 
wicked go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment, they can see the hand of God 
in raising them up to show his wrath, 
and make his power known, by means 
of their everlasting punishment. In 
view of the divine providence and 
sovereignty, which continues the wick- 
ed ina state of endless sin and misery, 
to promote the general good, they will 
rejoice in the display of the divine 
perfections which is occasioned by the | 
overthrow of the wicked, and enjoy 

the highest happiness of which they 

are capable, while they give up their 

impenitent friends and fellow creatures 

to endless destruction. 

These truths are also well adapted 
to promote humility. They teach 
christians their dependence, and their 





guilt. If their hearts are better than 
the heartsof others, these truths teach 
them, that it is God, who has made 
them to differ, and that they are his 
“workmanship.”  ‘Fhese truths ex- 
clude all boasting, and cause every 
christian to feel, “By the grace of God 
Jam what Iam.” And when chris- 
tians contemplate the universal provi- 
dence of God, who has created them 
with such capacities, and given them 
so good an opportunit#to become ac- 
quainted with his perfections, and to 
promote his kingdom on earth; and 
when they view God as having been 
constantly employed with all his heart 
to promote the general good of his 
kingdom, and then contemplate the 
part which they have acted, they are 
constrained to cry out, “Behold, we 
are vile.” But christians are made 
sensible of their sinfulness, not only by 
a consideration of the example of 
their Lord, but by a consideration of 
his requirements. In view of these, 
which are, that we do all for the glory 
of God, that we love him with all our 
hearts and our neighbour as ourselves, 
and that we forsake all that we have 
as an indispensable condition of be- 
coming his disciples, saints may disco- 
ver the great wickedness of their 
hearts, and condemn themselves for 
all their selfish affections, each of 
which is a violation of the holy law 
of God. 

The exhibition of these truths is 
well adapted to awaken stupid sin- 
ners, and show them their danger. 
Sinners may be said to be awakened, 
when they see and feel that their eter- 
nal interest is in danger, and are anx- 
ious to secure it. As this state of 
mind generally precedes conviction 
and conversion, it is important, that 
every sinner should be awakened. 
And what is so well adapted to effect 
this, as the exhibition of these truths? 
The, mere exhibition of the omnipre- 
sence of God, will not awaken sin- 
ners, so long as they think he is alto- 
gether such an one as themselves, 
But, let his universal providence, and 
his absolute sovereignty be described, 
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and his omnipresence will fill them 
with terror. ‘They will see, that Ged 
seeks their holiness and happiness, 
only in subordination to the generat | 
good, to promote which it is necessary 


ever, In view of his universa} provi- 
dence, they will see their pe rae! 


happy, unless it is in accordance with 
the general good. The requirement 
of impartial benevolence, as an indis- 


so an alarming truth to sinners. If 
they were only required to give up 
their temporal gratifications, they 
ould make this sacrifice as soon as 
they saw their eternal interest to be in 
danger. But to be required to be | 
willing to forsake ail that they have | 
for Christ’s sake, as an indispensable 
condition of being his disciples, is a 
requirement with which they have no 
heart tocomply. They feel so utterly 
averse to this duty, that they frequent- 
ly ery out, “Who then can be saved?” 


ing nothing, and working nothing 


after the counsel of his own will, and | 


as requiring nothing which cannot be | 
construed in accordance with supreme | 
selfishness, and there is nothing i in this 
view of his character or requirements, 





i rise against 





and that they will not be made holy and | 





pensable condition of salvation, is al-| 





| ble opposition to God. 








|. character or providence. 
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vidence and the absolute sovereignty 
of God, they instantly feel their hearts 
him. They can easily 
feel a strong aversion to his impartial 


| goodness, which seeks their happiness, 
to give up the happiness of some for- | | only in subordination to the generak 


good. They have no heart to comply 
with the holy conditions of salvation. 
They are sensible that they are unwil- 
une to submit their souls to his sove- 

en disposal, and to embrace the gen- 
al good as their chief object, instead 
of their own happiness. And thew 
generally find no difficulty in feeling 
their guilt, in view of such unreasona- 
Their con- 
sciences, unless they have become sear- 
ed as with a hot iron, will instantly 
condemn them, and occasion painful 
feelings of mind. But no other view 
of the divine character ever tan ocea- 
sion conviction of guilt. If God is 
represented as doing all he can, con- 
sistently with their freedom, to pro- 
mote their holimess and happiness, 


| without any reference to the general 
But let God be represented as decree- || 


good, they are not conscious of ev- 

having hated that view of his 
They have 
never been unwilling that such a God 
should reign over them. Andif the 
conditions | of salvation are represented 
in accordance with supreme self-love, 


that is adapted to awaken stupid and | they are not conscious of ever having 


thoughtless sinners. 

These truths are well adapted to 
promote the conviction and conversion 
of awakened sinners. Nay, they are 
indispensable. For, conviction is a 
sense of guilt, which is attended with 
painful feelings. It never exists but in 
view of guilt. And sinners can never 
be induced to humble themselves, and 
pray for mercy acceptably, until they 
are made to feel their guilt. Persons 
who are awakened are frequently sen- 
sible that it is necessary for them to 
feel thus, before they can be converted. 
And they frequently complain, that 
they cannot feel their wickedness as | 
they wish they could. And what is | 


= so well adapted to help them to feel | 


their guilt, as the exhibition of these | 
truths? In view of the universal pro- |! 


view of them. 
represented as not requiring disinteres- 
| 


| felt any particular opposition to that 


If the law of God is 


ted affections, but allowing supreme 
self-love, they cannot feel the evil na- 
ture of sin, and loathe and abhor them- 
selves on account of it. They may 
indeed feel 2 sense of shame for their 
sinful actions, because they have ex- 
posed them to the contempt of others, 
and be sorry for them, because they 
expose them to punishinent. But they 
can never be sensible of their preat 
guilt in sinning against God. It is 
therefore indispensable, in order to pro- 
mote real conviction in awakened sin- 
ners, that the character of God should 
be represented as a holy sovereign, 
having mercy on whom he will have 
| mercy, and seeking the holiness and 
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happiness of creatures in subordina- 
tion tothe general good. And itts in- 
dispensable that the law of God should 
be represented in such a light as to 
condemn their selfish affections as 
well as their immoral actions. 

These truths show the wisdom and 
goodness of the divine promises and 
threatenings, and clear the system 
of divine truth from much incon- 
sistency and absurdity with which it 
has been charged. The divine threat- 
enings to the wicked are terrible be- 
yond description. They are threat- 
ened with “ everlasting punishment,” 
with being “cast into unquenchable 
fire,” anc’ with suffering the wrath of 
God, which is to be “ poured out with- 
out mixture.” It is worthy of re- 
mark, and matter of serious consider- 
ation to the wicked, that the inspired 
writers always seized the most striking 
images in nature, to represent the di- 
vine wrath towards the finally impeni- | 
tent. And, on the other hand, the) 
blessings which are promised to the 
righteous are inconceivable. Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him.” The wis- 
dom and justice which prompted these 
divine promises and threatenings, and 
the predictions which make their ful- 
filment certain, have often been called 
in question by those who are interest- 
edin them. And indeed it is impos- 
sible to vindicate these divine perfec- 
tions, and refute the objections of uni- 
versaliste, with the view of religion 
which is given by many. If religion 
does not consist in disinterested - 
Hnpartial benevolence, but allows “si 
possessors to love themselves supreme: | 
ly, and be unwilling to give up their | 
own happiness to promote the general 
good, and unwilling to accept the just 
and adequate punishment of their ini- 
quity, then, where is the fundamental 
difference between sin and holiness, 
and between a saint and a sinner? 
Those who deny disinterested benevo- 
lence, have never made that difference 
f0 appear, to the satisfaction of any 
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awakened conscience. But if religion 


‘does consist in disinterested and impar- 


| tial benevolence, and some do possess 


such a spirit, and have embraced the 
same great object which engages the 
affections of God, and in view of their 
guilt are heartily willing to abase them- 
selves as low as their sins deserve, and 
accept the full and adequate punish- 
ment of their iniquity, if they should 
be appointed to sufier it, to promote 
the glory of God and the general good ; 
and if sin consists in selfish aflections, 
and some do love themselves supreme- 
ly, and hate that holy justice which 
will punish them, and that impartial 
goodness which will give them up to 
everlasting destruction, then the char- 
acter of saints and sinners is as oppo- 
site as their doom. With this, and 
with no other view of religion, can the 
divine conduct be vindicated in ma- 
king the wide difference in the condi- 
tion of his creatures. Those persons 
who have attempted to vindicate the 
divine providence and predictions, with 
a selfish view ef religion, have always 
run into gross inconsistencies and ab- 
surdities. They havetalked about the 
mystery of religion, and the mystery 
of sanctification, and the mystery of 
faith, and a selfish scheme of religion 
always will be mysterious and absurd, 
for it can never be shown to differ from 
the spirit of the world. 

The exhibition of these truths also 
furnishes a good opportunity for pro- 
fessing Christians to examine them- 
selves, and try the nature of their 
religious affections. |The scriptures 
abound with directions to perform this 
duty. And we are also required to 
have the assurance of hope, and to be 
|| able to give to every one that asks it, a 
reason of the hope that is in us, with 
meekness and fear. “Make your 
calling and election sure,” is the direc- 
tion of an inspired apostle. This is 
not merely a duty; it is also a high 
privilege. Job could say, “I know 
that my Redeemer liveth;” and Paul 
had the assurance that there was a 
crown laid up for him in heaven. But 
how very few attain this assurance? 
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How far the greatest part of profess- 
ing Christians are troubled with pain- 
ful doubts respecting their good estate r 
And there is reason to believe that this 
imperfection in Christians is chiefly | 
owing to the suppression of these | 
truths. How many congregations 
have assembled from year to year, 
without ever having had God fully 
presented to their consideration, in the 
universality of his decrees, and the un- 
limited extent and supremacy of his 
providence? How few preachers | 
clearly describe God as having made | 
“ all things for himself, yea, even the | 
wicked for the day of evil,” and as | 
“ working allin all?” How few con- | 
gregations have been able to hear from | 
the pulpit the plain bible description of | 
his character, asa holy sovereign, “ ha- | 
ving mercy on whom he will have | 
mercy, and hardening whom he will,” | 
and as making some vessels unto hon- | 
or and some unto dishonor, in order to | 
promote his own glory, and the gen- | 
eral good of his extensive kingdom? | 
Hlow few congregations have had fre- | 
quent and clear representations of the | 
eternal and all-comprehensive design | 
of Christ, which includes every cir-| 
cumstance and every event, which is | 
instrumental in forming the moral char- | 
acter of creatures, and which fixes the | 
condition of every creature both in | 
time and in eternity ? 
But without this bibie view of God, | 
who can ever tell whether they love | 
or hate him? Who can tell whether | 
they are willing or unwilling to have | 
hint reign over them? And without | 
having the self-denial of the gospel | 
described in its full extent, what sin- | 
ners can tell whether they have com- 
plied with the indispensable condition | 
of becoming Christ’s disciples, or not? | 


| 


ther he loves God supremely, and is 
pursuing the same great design with 
Christ, and all holy beings, or whe- 
ther he loves himself supremely, and 
is pursuing his own happiness and 
glory as his chief object. 

The full and clear exhibition of 
these truths always tries Christian 
churches, and makes manifest the 
faithful, and also the false and unfaith- 
ful. This is an imyportant discovery 
as a preparatory step to that order and 
discipline which 1s solemnly enjoined 
on the Church of Christ. Christian 
churches are commanded to separate 
themselves from those who are un- 
faithful. “ Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch net the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you,” &c. 


| It was spoken in commendation of 


the church of Ephesus, that they could 
not bear those who were evil, and the 
church of Pergamos was censured be- 
cause they kept among their number 
those who held doctrines which were 
offensive to God. The hosts of Is- 
rael were denied the divine favor when 
they had but one Achan in their camp. 
And Christian churches have no rea- 
son to expect the divine favor while 
they hold in their bosom false and un- 
faithful professors. And it is impor- 
tant that the false and faithless should 
be made manifest, in order that their 
hypocrisy and wickedness may be de- 
tected. And what is so well adapted 
to try Christian professors and Chris- 
tian churches, as the full and clear 
manifestation of these truths? The 
exhibition of these truths by Christ 
and the apostles tried the Jewish 
church, and made it manifest that they 
were false and faithless. And the ex- 
hibition of these truths by the reform- 


But when these truths respecting God || ers in the sixteenth century, made ma- 


are clearly described, it is easy for all 
to know whether they are pleased or | 
displeased with his character, decrees, | 
and government. <A _ very little exa- 


tt 


| nifest the corruptions of the church of 


Rome, and led to a separation of the 
faithful from the unfaithful. And the 


| clear exhibition of these truths in New- 


| 


mination of the feelings which are al- |; 


England for a century past, has made 


most invariably excited by the full and || manifest who were Calvinists and who 


clear exhibition of these truths, will | 


he sufficient to show every one wiie- | 


were Unitarians, and has been the 
cause of a separation of faithful from 








\ 
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unfaithful charches, and of faithful and 
false members. And the full and clear 
exhibition of these truths, has always 
been iastramental of trying Christian 
professors and Chistian churches, and 
of showing who were believers and 
who were unbelievers, who were false 
and who were sound. It is true that 
the clear exhibition of these truths is 
frequently attended with sharp conten- 
tion, and has often been the occasion 
of disorganizing societies, of the dlis- 
inissien of ministers, and of making 
unhappy divisions in families and so- 
cieties. Butis not this a less evil ihan 
positive disebedience to the divine 
commands ? Is it not a less evil than 
aunion on principles which are loath- 
some to God, and destructive to the 
best interests of the church and the 


salvation of souls? ‘The preaching of 


Christ and the apostles gave great of- 
fence to the scribes and pharisees, and 
occasioned much dissension in the 
Jewish church. But was there not a 
general revival of pure religion in con- 
sequence of it? Calvin and Luther 
preached the Calvinistic doctrines so 
Dluinly as to occasion much dissension 
in the church of Rome. But dixl not 
ine glorious reformation of the six- 
‘eenth century immediately follow their 
preaching? Has not the clear exhi- 
bition of these doctrines occasioned 
nearly all the revivals of religion in 
New-England, tillof late? And has 
there not been a rapid increase of er- 
ror, of sabbath-breaking,and of almost 
every species of immorality, since 
these doctrines have been so exten- 
sively suppressed? Have we any evi- 
dence from history that the fall and 
clear exhibition of these truths, for- 
merly offended those who were very 
eminent for picty and benevolence, 
and drove them from the communion 
of Christian churches, or that it stop- 
ped or prevented revivals of religion ? 
These are serious and practical ques- 
tions, and I am willing to leave them 
io the decision of every person’s con- 
science, if he will impartially consult it. 
S. C. 
‘Tobe conetuded.,\ 
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i For the Utica Christian Repository. 
DUTIES THE RESULT OF DOCTRINEs, 


| It is admitted that practical religion 
|| is the only religion that is valuable, and 

that doctrines are of no further use 
' than they lead to practical results. I; 
‘is admitted also, that if the doctrines 
‘of the gospel, were matters of mere 
'| speculation, it would be of no impor- 
|| tance whether men embraced them or 
inot. And it must be admitted, on 
' the other hand, that if the doctrines of 
|, the gospel are so connected with prac- 
| tical religion that they cannot be des- 
| troyed without destroying all true prac- 
|| tical religion, then they are matters of 
, essental importance. ‘True practical 
|, religion is the performance of the du- 
‘| ties which the gospel enjoins. The 
| practice of any thing different, under 
| the name of religion, is the practice of 
a false religion. We must perform 
| the duties which the gospel enjoins, or 
| we cannot meet the approbation of 
| Good, and be miade heirs of his heaven- 
‘ly kingdom. But we shall not per- 
form the duties which the gospel en- 
joins, any further than we embrace the 
‘doctrines which the gospel teaches; 
| for the duties of the gospel are only 
| the practical results of the doctrines 
| of the gospel. The duties of the gos- 


pel are dependent on the doctrines of 
|| the gospel; so that if any doctrine can 
|| be proved untrue, the corresponding 
duty ceases to be a duty and becomes a 
| sin. 
| Ttis an excellence of the duties of 
the gospel that they are all of the same 
/ nature, being only various modifica- 
| tions of ove; so that the doctrines which 
goto teach and enforce one,doalso teach 
| and enforce all. And it is also an ex- 
| cellence of the doctrines of ihe gospel 
| that they imply each other, as parts of 
| one system, and operate as a whole to 
| teach and to enforce every duty. But 
| still, nearly every particular duty can 
|| be traced tosome one or more particulat 
'! doctrine or doctrines, of which it is the 
practical result, and by which it is 
| particularly enforced. 
| The first grand duty enjoined in 
! the eospel, is that we love the Lord our 
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God with all our heart. The perform- 
ance of this duty includes the love of 
benevolence towards God, a supreme | trine is untrue. 

regard for his happiness, and also the | Repentance is another duty enjoin- 
love of esteem, or entire pleasedness || ed in the gospel. But this duty is the 
with his whole character. This duty, | practical result of the doctrine of hu- 
in both branches of it, is the practical || man depravity. If men were not sub- 
result of the doctrine of God’s being and || jects of moral depravity, it could not 
perfections, as taught in the scriptures. || be their duty to repent of sin. And 


The duty of supreme regard for his | the nature and extent of the duty de- 


Or, in other words, what is a duty if 
the doctrine is true, is a sin if the doc- 





happiness grows out of the doctrine 
that he is the greatest of all beings, ca- 
pable of enjoying more than any other 
being, or than all other beings, from 
which it results that his happiness is 
of more importance than that of all 
other. beings. The duty of loving Ged 
with the love of esteem, grows out of 
the doctrine that he is a being of per- 


fect. moral tectitude. Let these doc- || in the gospel. 








pend upon the nature and extent of thé 
doctrine. Ifthe doctrine of partial de- 
pravity is true, then it ts duty to repent 
only of a part of our actions; but if the 
doctrine is true that men before regen- 


| eration are totally depraved. then it is 
| the 


ir duty to repent of all they have 
dorie to that:time. 

Faith in Christ is a duty enjoined 
But this duty is the 


trines be proved untrue, and these du- || practical result of the doctrine of atone- 


ties tease to be obligatory, Let it be 
proved that God is no greater than his 





ment. Let it be proved that Christ 
did not make atonement by his death 


creatures, and it becomes wrong to val- |; for the sins of the world, and it would 
ue his happiness any more than theirs. || be wrong for us to trust in his atoning 
Let it be proved that he is not a being || blood for the pardon of our sins. Let 
of moral rectitude, and it becomes || it be proved that he was only a man, 


wrong to love him with the love of es- | 
teem. Let it be proved that he is a 
being of the same nioral character with 
Satan, and it becomesa sin to feel any 
more complacency in his character, 
and a duty to abhor him with the 
whole heart. 


The expression of right affections to- 
wards God in the language of prayer 





like Paul, that he was no greater teach- 
er than Paul, and that his death was 
only that of a martyr, like Paul’s, and 


| it would be wrong to consider him as 
| the Saviour of the world, any more 


than Paul. 

— Itis the duty of guilfy men to love 
God, repent of sin, and believe in 
Christ, without any delay. But this 


and praise constitutes the worship of || duty is the practical result of the doc- 


God. Itisa duty to worship God, and 
it is wrong to worship a creature. The 
duty of worshipping one God depends 
on the doctrine that there is but one 
God. If there ate more gods than one, 
then it is wrong to confine our wor- 
ship toone only. If the’One God sub- 
sists in three persons, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, then it is a duty to worship 
him asa Trinity in Unity. If Christ 
is not God, then it is a sin to wor- 
shiphim as God. If the Holy Ghost 
is not God, it is a sin to worship him 
as God. The duty in each case de- 
pends upon the doctrine. Let the doc- 
trine be proved“ untrue, and the duty 
‘eases to be a duty, and begorfies a sin. 


VOL. IY. 


trine of human ability. If the unre- 
generate are the subjects ofa natural in- 
ability to love God, repent of sin, and 
believe in Christ, such an inability as 
they are under to create a world, then 
it cannot be their present duty to do 
these things, any more than it can be 
their duty to create a world. 
Self-denial is a duty enjoined in the 
gospel. But this duty is the practical 
result of the doctrine of disinterested 
benevolence. This doctrine teaches 
that the intrinsic worth of things is the 
proper measure of our regard; that my 
own happiness is no more valuable for 
being mine, nor my neighbour’s any 
less valuable for not being mine; and 
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that it is wrong for me to prefer a less || the wicked conduct of men must be} 
wrong. 


good of my own to a greater geod of } 
my neighbour. [fthis doctrine > should It is a duty enjoined in the gospe| 
be proved untrue, and it should be pro. } that we leve our enemies, and exer. 
ved that the proper measure of our re- || cise patience and meekness under all 
gard is to put our own happiness in the || their injurious treatment; not resisting 
first place, and to value other things in | evil, nor returning evil for evil to any 
proportionas they are conducive to || man, but good for evil, and blessing 
that, then it would follow that self-de- || for cursing. But this duty is the prac- 
nial i is no duty, but a sin. tical result of. the doctrine of disinter. 
It is aduty enjoined in’ the gospel || ested benevolence, and is strongly en- 
that we love our neighbor as ourselves, || forced by the doctrine of decrees, and 
and do unto all men as we would they || the doctrine of human depravity. If 
should do unto us.. This is the grand | the doctrine of disinterestedness is 
rule of all our intercourse with our fel- | true, then we ought to regard the wel- 
low men. But this duty is the practi- || fare of others for its own sake, of our 
cal result of the doctrine of disinteres- || enemies, as really as of our friends, 
ted benevolence. If that doctrine is |} We ought to seek their good, and 










not true, and selfishness is right, then iS them kindly. But if the doc- 
my own interest is the only rule to be || trine of selfishness is true, and our own 
observed; and the thing to be consid- || good is to be our supreme object, then 
ered is, what will be most for my ad- 
vantage; and I must love my neighbor 
no further than I can be a gainer by 
it, and for no other reason. 

Submission to God under the com- 
mon afllictions of life, isa duty en- 
joined in the gospel. Eli did right, 
if he expressed the feelings of his heart, 
when he said, “It is the Lord; let 
him do what seemeth him good.” 
And Job, when he said, “The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
But this duty is the practical result of 
the doctrige of the universal decrees 
and agency of God. If it is the hand 
of God that brings afflictions upon us, 
let them come by what instruments 
they may, then it is duty to exercise 
submission to God in them all. But 
let it be proved that there are any of || 
them in which he has no agency, and | 
it becomes wrong to submit to him in 
all such. Indeed if God has no de- 
sign nor agency in the wicked con- 
duct of men, he must be opposed to 
it on the whole, as well as opposed to 
it in itself considered. And of course, 
it must be our duty to feel opposed 
to it on the whole, as well as opposed 
to it in itself considered. And so, 
any kind of submission to those af- 
flictions which come upon us through 


we need not seek the good of our en- 
emies any further than it is for our in- 
terestso todo. And if it is for our in- 
terest to resist evil, and return evil for 
evil, in some circumstances, as many 
think it is, then it is right so to do, in 
those circumstances. It was observed 
that the duty of patience and meekness 
under injurious treatment is enforced by 
the doctrine of the divine decrees and 
the doctrine of human depravity: for if 
the agency of God is employed in 
bringing these things upon us, and we 
deserve them all at his hands, it be- 
comes us to receive them all with 
meekness and patience towards those 
whom he selects as his instruments. 
It is a gospel duty that we make 
an unreserved and unconditional sur- 
render of our souls to God, being wil- 
ling to be in his hands, and at his sove- 
reign disposal. We are in his hands, 
and we ought not to wish to get out of 
his hands. He will dispose of us ac- 
cording to his sovereign pleasure; and 
we ought to be willing to have him do 
so. It isthe wicked only that “would 
fain flee out of his hand.” But this 
duty is the practical result of the doc- 
trine of the divine sovereignty. If 
God has not a sovereign right to dis- 
pose of us as he pleases, it cannot be 
our duty to be willing he should. If 
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he exercises his sovereignty merely be-{; true, then it is duty to desire the secu- 
cause he is so powerful that he cannot rity of our own eternal happiness a- 
be successfully resisted, from caprice, |; bove all things, and in our~prayers to 


or partiality, or selfishness, it ought not 
to be acquiesced in. But since he ex- 
ercises his sovereignty according to the 
dictates of infinite wisdom and infinite 
goodness; since his sovereignty is no- 
thing more than his disposal of every 
creature in that way which is on the 
whole wisest and best; it is our duty 
to rejoice that the Lord reigns, and 
that he reigns over us. 

It is a duty to pray to God, “lifting 
up holy hands.” The scriptures are 
abundant in enjoining this duty upon 
all. But the duty of prayer is the 
practical result of the doctrine of de- 
pendence. If in any thing we are 
not dependent upon God, that thing is 
not a proper subject of prayer to God. 
If we are dependent upon God for the 
common blessings of life, whether they 
come with or without human instru- 
mentality, then it is proper to ask him 
for those blessings; but not otherwise. 
If we are dependent upon God for his 
Holy Spirit to make us better, it is 


proper to pray for it; but not oth- || fection of Christians. 
If God cannot incline our ||some sin every day, it is important 


erwise. 
hearts, without diminishing or des- 
troying our free agency, then he can- 
not make us better, by any influence 
he can exercise upon us; and it is ab- 
surd and wrong to ask him to do it. If 
it is God that converts and sanctifies 
others, by causing them to turn from 
their evil ways, agd causing them to 
walk in his statutes, then it is proper 
to ask him to do it; but hot otherwise. 
The duty of praying for all blessings, 
whether spiritual or temporal, with 
submission, saying, with our Lord and 
Master, “not my will, but thine be 
done,” is the practical result of the 
doctrine of disinterested benevolence, 
and the doctrine of the divine omni- 
science. IfGod knows all things, he 
knows what is most for his glory; and 
if the glory of God ought to be regard- 
ed by us more than our own individu- 
al happiness, then it is duty to make 
our happiness subordinate to his glory. 
But if the doctrine of selfishness is 


make it our supreme object, and ask 


| for its security at all events, even if 


the glory of God must be sacrificed to 


‘it. It is the duty of all men to pray, 
| because all men are equally dependent 


{ 


| doctrine of human ability. 





! 
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on God. And it is the duty of all 
men, whether saints or sinners, zmme- 
diately to pray, ‘lifting up holy hands.’ 
But this is the practice! result of the 
It can on- 
ly be the duty of men to do as well as 
they can. And if they are the sub- 
jects of a natural inability to make a 
holy prayer, then it can only be their 
duty to make as good a prayer as they 
can without any holiness in it. 
Watchfulness against sin is a | gos- 
pel duty. But this is the practical re- 
sult of the doctrine of free agency. If 
men were not free agents, they would 
not be capable of committing sin, and 
would have no need to watch against 
it. Watchfulness against sin is the 
duty of Christians. And this duty is 
enforced by the doctrine of the imper- 
If they commit 


| that they watch against it continually. 


The sanctification of the Sabbath 
is a gospel duty. But this is. the 


| practical result of the doctrine that 
| God is our lawgiver, and has required 


us to remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy. If God has not requir- 
ed it, or if he has no right to require it, 
| then it is nota duty. | 
It is a duty to search the scriptures, 
to receive with reverence whatever 
they teach, and to try all that we hear 
by that unerring standard. But this 
duty is the practical result of the doc- 
trine that men are accountable to God 
for their opinions, as well as for their 
conduct. If men’s opinions aré a 
matter of indifference, then it is a mat- 
ter of indifference whether we search 
the scriptures or not, or whether we 
embrace or reject what the scriptures 
teach. It is a duty to take heed what 
we hear, and be careful not to hear 
| “the instruction which causeth to err 
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from the words of knowledge.” But || Lord, “He that is of God heareth God’s 
this duty is the practical result of the || words; ye therefore hear them not be- 
doctrine of disinterested benevolence, || cause ye are not of God.” If he that 
which teaches that we ought to do/|/ understandingly and cordially rejects 
ourselves and others no harm, and of || the truth can be a christian, then a 
the doctrine that the belief of the truth || man’s belief ought not to be made a 
is the means of sanctification, and the || term of admission. 
belief of error the means of destruc- The faithful maintenance of disci- 
tion. If error is the means of sanctifi- || pline is a gospel duty. But this is the 
cation, and the truth is of hurtful ten- || practical result of the doctrine of disin- 
dency, then the duty is reversed; and || terested benevolence. If selfishness is 
we ought to hear error, and avoid || right, then discipline need only be pur- 
hearing the truth. sued as far as self interest requires. 
Self-examination is a gospel duty, || Itis a duty to esteem all that we 
We ought to look well to the founda- || have and are to be the Lord’s, and to 
tion ef our hope, and take heed that act, on all occasions as the stewards of 
we be not deceived. But this duty is || the Lord Jesus Christ. But this duty 
the practical result of the doctrine of || is the practical result of the doctrine of 
the deceitfulness of the human heart, || dependence, and the doctrine of disin- 
and is enforced by the doctrine that || terested benevolence. 
many profess Christ who are not his It is the duty of christians to use 
true disciples, to whom he will say, at || means to promote the salvation of sin- 
the last, “Depart from me; I never || ners, by praying for them, and pro- 
knew you.” viding for their being instructed in the 
It is the duty of those who are | gospel ofthe grace of God; by endeav- 
converted ta God, to confess Christ || oring tocall their attention to the things 
before men. But this duty is the | of religion, and pressing the truth upon 
practical result of the doctrine of be- || their consciences. But this duty is the 
nevolence, the fulfilment of it being || practical result of the doctrine of dis- 
well adapted to da good to ourselves || interested benevolence, and the doc- 
and others, to promote the glory of|| trine that the salvation of men depends 
God, and advance the cause of Christ. || upon their bearing and embracing 
It is enforced also by the doctrine of|| the truth. In the performance of this 
the imperfection of christians, which || duty christians are greatly encouraged 
makes them stand in great need of the || by the doctrine of election, which as- 
faithful watch and care of their chris- || sures them that God has determined 
tian brethren. to make his word effectual to the sal- 
It is the duty of a church to receive || vation of some, who shall be “begotten 
none as members but such as give |! by the word of trdth, sanctified thro’ 
credible evidence of regeneration.— |] the truth, purify théir souls in obeying 
But this duty is the practical result of || the truth,” and be fitted for heaven 
the doctrine of total depravity, and || through sanctification of the Spirit and 
depends upon it: for if men are not || belief of the truth.” 
totally depraved, they cannot be born It is a duty to trust in God under all 
again, and become new creatures, so || circumstances, and after using the 
that “old things shall have passed away || means of his appointment to accom- 
and all things have become new.” plish any desirable object, cheerfully 
It is the duty of a church to receive || to commit the event to him, with en- 
noneas members but such as embrace || tire confidence that he will do what is 
the doctrines of the gospel. But this || best. But this duty is the practical re- 
duty is the practical result of the doc- || sult of the doctrine of the universal a- 
trine that the reception or rejection of || gency of God, “who worketh all things 
the truth is a decisive test of character, || after the counsel of his own will.” It 
according to that declaration of our || would be wrong to commit to his dis- 
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posal such things as he does not dis- 
pose ofand direct. Butif“not a spar- 
vow falleth to the ground without him, 
and even the hairs of our heads are 
all numbered,” and if he is infinitely 
wise, to know what is best, infinitely 
good, to choose what is best, and infi 
nitely powerful, to carry into complete 


with entire and unlimited confidence; 
under all circumstances. 

In like manner, it might be shown, 
that every duty enjoined in the gospel 
is the practical result of some doctrine 
taught in the gospel, and is so depen- 
dent upon it, thatif the doctrine should 
be proved untrue, the corresponding 


effect all his wise and benevolent pur- |} duty would cease tobe a duty, and be- 
poses, then it is our duty to trustin him ¥ come a sin. DISCIPLUS 


‘To be concluded.) 


>>> @B®«. 2 


WESTERN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of the Western Education Society was held at the Ses- 
sion Room of the first Presbyterian Church in Utica, on the 29th of Decem- 
ber, 1824. 

An excellent discourse was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Miller, of Bridgewater. 

The President being absent, the Hon. Jonas Platt was called to the chair. 
The Directors of the Society presented their Annual Report, which was ac- 
cepted, and ordered to be printed,—which is as follows : 


SEVENTH REPORT 


Of the Directors of tho Westrrn Epucarion SocirETy OF THE STATE OF New-York: 
presented at their Anniversary Meeting, Dec. 29, 1824. 


The Directors of the Western Education Society of the State of New-York, 
at this Seventh Anniversary, present to the Society the following REPORT. 

The measures adopted by the Directors the past year.to render this a per- 
manent institution, are well known to the Society and to the public. Experi- 
ence affords increasing evidence of the utility of the plan which has been go- 
ing into operation. ‘The baarding house which has been erected near Hamil- 
ton College, is sufficiently large to accommodate fifty beneficiaries during their 
collegiate life.’ When the charities of the religious community shall enable the 
Society to possess its present property free from debt, a large proportion of 
what will be needed to maintain the estabtishment, will be the produce of this 
exuberant region of country; and should the interest which has been felt in 
the prosperity of this institution continue, how easily might all the means be 
furnished of rendering it a lasting blessing to the church and the world? 

In the course of the past year there have been paid into the treasury in cash, 
$769,92, and in various other articles, $1380,15, making the amount of do- 
nations $2150,07. Of this sum, $324,84 have been expended in labor on 
the buildings that have been erected; $91,67 in materials for these buildings; 
$44 for the board of workmen, $214,17 for the board of beneficiaries before 
the boarding establishment commenced; $51,51 for labor in the house; $77,15 
for team-work and other labor for the use of the establishment; $20 for land; 
$32,50 for the use of the boarding house occupied in 1822; $23,50 for print- 
ing; $234,45 to the General Agent for his services; $118,96 to the steward 
for services rendered and articles advanced for the use of the Society; $20 for 
money borrowed in 1823; about $600 have been expended in provisions to 
meet the current expenses of the institution, and there are on hand not far from 
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$300 in various articles that may be disposed of for the benefit of the Society, 
which will be somewhat more than sufficient to pay all that is now due for the 
buildings, that are connected with this establishment. | 

This Society is now indebted about $750 for nineteen acres of land, purchased 
for the institution; $25 for the use of six acres cultivated by their beneficiaries 
the past season; $368 to the steward for his services, and for articles advanced 
for the Society; $355 to the General Agent for his services; $120 for cash 
borrowed, and $57 for smaller debts, which the wants of the institution have 
made necessary. The amount of these demands is $1675. In addition to 
this sum there is a current expense for the board of 23 beneficiaries,* besides 
ihe family of the steward, which cannot be less than $23 per week. Of these 
demands, about $200 must be paid in cash within a short time, and there are 
but $15,95 in the treasury. 

As this Society depends entirely upon voluntary contributions for its sup: 
port, and as the buildings connected with the boarding establishment are now 
about completed, it is important that a system should soon be established for 
meeting its current expenses. After considerable reflection and counsel on 
this subject, the plan of an annual subscription or contribution, [See Note A 
in the Appendix] by those who are willing to become its regular supporters, 
is considered the most expedient and desirable. By means of this plan a con- 
siderable expense for agency will be saved to this Society; the Directors will 
be able to determine what number of beneficiaries they can support; and a 
regular course of communication can be kept up between the Society and its 
patrons. 

The Directors would, in this place, gratefully acknowledge the increasing 
patronage which has been received from females, particularly the past year; 
and they would express a conviction that the prosperity of this institution must 
depend very much upon their continued exertions. Many of the articles needed 
in-our establishment come directly in the sphere of the female department; and 
all, which they manufacture for charitable purposes, can be advantageously dis- 
posed of for the use of this Society. 

To meet all the expenses of this institution; to place it upon a permanent 
basis free from debt, and to secure success in this important enterprize, it is 
manifest that persevering exertions must still be made. And do not the friends 
of this Society feel sufficient interest in its prosperity to make such exertions 
without hesitation? ‘Vho can be willing, at this stage of its operations, to aban- 
don the object? Is any one inclined so soon to become “weary in well doing?” 
Has it not been seen and felt by all the friends of this Society from the first, 
that annual patronage and exertion would be necessary to maintain its opera- 
tions and accomplish its designs? Are there any who have not counted the 
eost, and who are unwilling, as God has prospered them, to persevere in their 
munificence? Are there not many more who have not yet patronized this So- 
ciety that will take into consideration the magnitude of its object, and come 
forward cheerfully for its support? 

While we are placed in a highly favored portion of the Lord’s vineyard, 
where the institutions of the gospel are enjoyed in almost every town, we are 
liable without particular care, to lose sight of the necessity of raising up minis- 
ters to supply the waste places of Zion. It ought never to be forgotten that this 
Society professes and hopes to maintain a spirit of expansive benevolence; it 
does not confine its charities to any denomination of Christians, [B] nor its 


*The number of young men to be provided for in this establishment, as reported in the 


Circular lately published, is 26. Of this number, 28 only are beneficiaries. The others 
pay the Society for their board. 
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views to any section of the globe. Its object is to raise up able and faithful 
ministers not only for our own country, but also for foreign lands. And is it 
too much to expect, that many of our beneficiaries will be eminently qualified 
to become ministers in our new settlements, and missionaries to the heathen? 
They are young men, who have not been nursed in the lap of ease and af- 
fluence.—They have been accustomed to hardships and privations. With all 
the aid they receive from this society, they must make very great ex- 
ertions to meet the expenses of their education. They will thus become 
inured to labor, economy, and self-denial, qualifications of vast impor- 
tance in all the ministers of Clirist ; especially in those who are to go into the 
wilderness, or into pagan lands. This society would riot consent to assist 
young men who should manifest unwillingness to endure self-denial, and labor, 
and toil in the service of Christ, and for the salvation ef souls. 

We feel it due to our beneficiaries, and to the public, here to state that, sé 
far as it has come to our knowledge, they have pursued their studies, the past 
year, with diligence, and conducted with Christian propriety. Their example 
has had a tendency to promote order and morality in the sentinary of which 
they are members ; and while God has been pleased, recently, to bless that in- 
stitution of learning with the special out-pouring of His Holy Spirit, our bene- 
ficiaries have been actively instrumental in promoting the good work. ' 

The ministers of Christ, like other men, are going off the stage of action 
in rapid succession. An unusual number, in different parts of our country, 
have of late been called from their labor to theirrest. A large proportion of all 
those who annually enter the ministry, even in this day of exertion, is needed 
to supply these vacancies. In many places, in the old settlements, the ground 
is almost wholly unoccupied by able and faithful ambassadors of the Lord Je- 
sus. A tide of emigrafion is rolling on into our western wilderness, with un- 
exampled rapidity, where the inhabitants are almost wholly destitute of gospel 
privileges ; and they are likely to remain so unless great exertions are made to 
send among them the heralds of salvation. They are actually in danger of 
sinking down into heathenism and the grossest habits of vice. Every Chris- 
tian and every philanthropist should feel a deep interest in exertions to estab- 
lish the institutions of the gospel in all our new settlements. The yital inter- 
ests of our country are involved in these efforts: the salvation of immortal 
souls is hazarded by the neglect. 

Besides; there are vast portions of our world where the sun of righteousness 
has never shone. There are vast multitudes of Pagans, Mohamedans, Jews, 
and even nominal Christians, who are yet in darkness and the shadow of 
death. Ambassadors of Christ must be raised up and sent into every. 
dark corner of the earth, to proclaim salvation to guilty men through the crucifi- 
ed Redeemer. ‘ This gospel must be preached to all nations.”—The “field 
is the world.”—To effect all this requires the united and persevering exertions 
of Christendom. 

Will it be said that such a number of ministers as this statement contem- 
plates, sent into the wilderness and into pagan countries, cannot ebtain em- 
ployment, nor a temporal support? Then, let the treasuries of our misssonary 
societies be replenished. Let Christians and the friends of humanity feel 
more the importance of exercising rigid economy, and of curtailing needless 
expenses, that they may meet the exigencies of our charitable societies. Let 
great exertions be made to raise up a class of ministers that shall be laborious, 
self-denying and faithful; that shall enter upon the work with the spirit of 
Paul, with hearts glowing with love to their Divine Master, and the souls of 
men; ready, if duty should require it, to “labor with their own hands” to min- 
ister to their necessities, while they perseveringly preach the gospel of Christ. 
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Let all the members and friends of this Society feel that the cause in whiclj 
they are engaged is the cause of God. Let them feel their dependence ox 
Him, and their need of his blessing. Let them go forward in his strength; 
pursuing such measures as accord with his requirements; and acting with a 
supreme regard to his glory.. While such a course of measures is pursued in 
this manner, we may be sure that prosperity will crown our efforts. 


On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the Rey, 
Mr. Miller, for his very appropriate and excellent Discourse, delivered this 
day, and that the Recording Clerk deliver a copy of this resolution to him. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Robinson be appointed to preach 
the next anniversary Sermon, and that the Rev. Mr. Brace be his alternate. 

The society then proceeded to the choice of the following officers for the 
year ensuing. 

fF’ resident—The honorable Thomas R. Golc&k 

Vice-Presidents—Samuel M. Hopkins, Esq. Simeon Ford; Esq. Rev. Hen- 
ry Dwight, Rev. D. C. Lansing, Nathaniel W. Howell, Esq. Rev. Samuel F. 
Snowden, George Pomroy, Esq. Robert Troup, Esq. Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, 
Rev Hezekiah Woodruff, Robert Porter, Esq. Robert Harper, Esq. Rev. Sim- 
eon Jones, Henry Seymour, Esq. Joseph Kirkland, Esq. Nathan Ford, Esq. 
John Fine, Esq. Rev. John Brown, Arthur Breese, Esq. Peter Smith, Esq. 
Erastus Clark, Esq. | | 

Corresponding Sécreta*y—Rev. John Frost. 

Recording Clerk—Mr. Alexander Seymour. 

Treasurer—John Bradish, Esq. 

Auditor—W alter King, Esq. 

Directors—Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. Rev. Asahel S. Norton, D. D. Revy- 
Israel Brainerd, Rev. James Eells, Rev. John Frost, Rev. Samuel C. Aikin, 
Rey. William R. Weeks, Rev. Ralph Robinson. Rev. Noah Coe. 

Resolved, That the next annual meeting be held at the Rev. Doct. Norton’s 
meeting-house in Clinton, on the last Wednesday in December next, at elever 
o’clock, A. M. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the Rev. James Eells, 
for his faithful services, and that a copy of this resolution be presented him by 
the Recording Clerk. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to all donors and cons 
tributors to the funds of the Society for the last year. 


Idi 


APPENDIX. 


In view of the multiplied concerns and weight of responsibility which de- 
volve upon the Steward and General Agent, the Dircctors have appointed a 
Prudential Committee, consisting of five persons residing in Clinton and its 
vicinity, whose duty it shall be “to examine the account of all receipts and ex- 
penditures connected with the boarding establishment; to determine the com- 
pensation of any agents which the Society may employ, except that of the 
Steward and General Agent; to appropriate such articles as may be given to 
the Society for clothing beneficiaries, or furnishing their college rooms; to 
unite with the Steward and General Agent in deciding upon all important 
measures connected with the economy of the establishment; and to make a re- 
port of their proceedings to the Directors annually, by the second week in De- 
cember.” 

NOTE A. 


t 
Those who beeome annual subscribers to this Society, “agree to pay the sums or articles set opposite their 
respective names, by the first day of January in each year, to any agent that may be appointed to receive the 
same, or to his order; which subscription is to be continued till they shall signify to such agent their wish f° 
withdraw their names.” 
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The members of the Prudential Committee are, Dea. Isaac Williams, Mr. 
Goold Benedict, Capt. Orin Gridley, Clinton—Henry McNeil, Esq. Paris 
Hill—Dea. Thomas Halbert, Westmoreland. 





In every religious society where there are regular subscribers to aid this institution, an agent will be ap- 
pointed to receive and collect subscriptions and donations; to transmit what is received to the boarding house 
at Clinton, or to some general depository of the Society, or to give information to the Steward when and where 
the articles may be obtained. He will also receive all the Society’s communications and circulate them amon; 
the subscribers, Through these agents an imtercourse will be regularly maintained between the Society ond 
its supporters. 

The efficiency and success of this plan will greatly depend upon the men who are employed as agents. 
They will be the vital part of all the Society’s operations. The following persons have been appointed by the 
authority of the Directors as agents in the societies connected with their respective names, viz. 


Utica, Mr. Truman Parmele. Holland Patent, Mr. Chester R. Wells. 
New Hartford, Messrs. James and Samuel |} Camden, Mr. Erastus Upson. 

Wells. County of Broome and vicinity, Rev. Jo- 
Paris Hill, Mr. Tillingherst Simmons. seph Wood. 
Whitesborough, Col. Ambrose Cone. Trenton, Mr. John Younglove. 
Rome, Mr. William B. Wright. Russia, Mr. J. Betticher. 
Westmoreland, Dea. Thomas Halbert. Norway, Rev. Samuel Swezey. 
Bridgewater, Mr. Hiram Marsh. Salisbury, Mr. Timothy W. Judson. 
Union Society, Mr. Jordag Gray. Fairfield, Rev. David Chassel. 
Norwich Society, Dea. Simeon Coe. Sherburne, (East Society,) Mr. Williams 
Winfield, Avery, and Mr. David Smith. 
Springfield, West Society, Dr. Farrell. 
Plainfield, Rev. James Southworth. Columbus, Dea. Benj. Storrs, and Mr. Isaac 
Richfield, Jones, jr. 
Exeter, Guilford, 
Madison, Dea. Calvin Whitcomb. Norwich, 
Augusta, Dea. John Lewis, and J. J. Knox. || Oxford, - Mr. Lemuel Jewell. 
Lenox, 2d Society, Mr. Moses King. Butternuts, 


Rev. Roger Adams is appointed to obtain subscriptions in such towns as he can make 
it convenient to visit in the county of Madison. 

Dea. Abijah Thomas of Utica, and Mr. Stephen Hubbard, of Rome village, are agents 
to receive such articles as may be sent to them from different places for the benefit of 


this Society. 


NOTE B. 


For the liberality of the plan on which this Socicty is established, and the exact correspondence of its pro- 
ceedings with its professions, see Note B. on page 10 of the last Report. 


LIFE DIRECTORS. 


The following persons have been constituted Directors for life, in the course of the 
past year, viz. 

Mr. Sidney E. Morse, New-York City, Editor of the New-York Observer, by a dona- 
tion of Morse’s Atlasses for the use of beneficiaries. 

Rev. John Frost, by ladies in Whitesborough. 

Rev. William Goodell, by ladies in Holland Patent. 

Rev. Asa Donaldson, by ladies in Guilford, Chenango County. 

Rev. Samuel Manning, by ladies in Sherburne, West Society. 

Rev. Israel Brainerd, by ladies in Verona. 

Rev. John Waters, by persons in Trenton and Russia. 

Mr. Bradford Jewell, 

Mr. Anson Jewell, 


vo L. IV. A, 


¢ Guilford, Chenango County, by their own subscription 





The Pilgrim’s Progress in the Nineteenth Century. 


The following persons have been made members for life by their own subscriptions iy 
the course of the past year, viz. 

Mr. Thomas Hastings, Utica. 

Mr. Edward Vernon, Do. 

N.B. For a catalogue of all the Directors and Members for life, see the last Annual 
Report. 
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For the Utica Christian Repository. 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- | 
. aaa TA", WU TET ” } A 
TEENTH CENTURY-—BY BUNYANUS and their adventures. Methought | 


CHAPTER I. stood upon an eminence, which com- 
In journeying through the wilder |} manded an extensive prospect of the 
ness of this world, it happened that { || surrounding country, and allowed me 
fell in company with a man of singu |] to extend my view far to theeast. On 
lar parts, whose name was “Ir. Saga || my right in the plain below, was the 
city. And having far to travel in the || city of bestruttion, with the towns of 
same road, I enjoyed the pleasure of || Stupidity, Sensuality, and Carnal Se- 
his society, and the benefit of his con || curity, and the extensive regions of 
versation, for many days. Knowirn. |} the province of Darkland. » To the 
that he was the same person who had |} .outh was Mount Sinai, and just be 
formerly given a relation of the adven- || vond it the town of Formality, the 
tures of certain pilgrims, in their pro-|} village of Morality, and the other 
gress from the city of Destruction tothe |! towns and villages of Pharisee-land. 
Celestial Country, I embraced the op- || Just before me was the wicket gate, 
portunity of inquiring further respect- || which stood at the head of the narrow 
ing them; and was much delighted with || way; and from this gate, stretching 
hearing the old gentleman relate again |! due east, far as the eye could reach, 
the various perils the pilgrims encoun- || lay the road to the Celestial City. 
tered, for the love they bore to the |} On directing my attention to the 
Prince Immanuel, the wonderful de-|| valley below me, 1 perceived that the 
liverances which they had experienced || suburbs of the city of Destruction were 
by the strength of his arm, and the |/ extended close up to the wicket-gate; 
happy termination of their journey. || and that this part of the city, as well 
When the good man dwelt on the joys |} as every other, was exceedingly popu 
of the state in which they now are,||lous. Fixing my eyes upon the in- 
and spoke of those things which eye || habitants, I observed that all was bus- 


hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither i and confusion among them. All 


no sooner closed my eyes, than my 
imagination returned to the pilgrims 


have entered into the heart of man, I'|| appeared eagerly engaged, and exert- 
felt my heart burn with strong desire || ing all their powers, in the pursuit of 
to go also on pilgrimage, to bea fol- || something, but what, I could not at 
lower of them who through faith and |} first distinctly perceive. On drawing 
patience have inherited the promises, || nearer, and looking more attentively, 
that I teo might share in the glories of || | eould more clearly distinguish what 
the New Jerusalem, and might sit down || their employments were. Some of 
with the general assembly of pilgrims || them were endeavoring to climb a high 
at the marriage supper of the Prince}j hill, called Worldly Honor. The 
Immanuel. sides of this hill were very steep, and 

So strongly had these things taken || at the same time very slippery, so that 
possession of my mind, that when I || few of the climbers ever reached the 
jaid me down to sleep at the inn, I had § summit. And those few who did reach 
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the summit, I perceived did not re- 
main there; but presently their heads 
grew diZZy, and they tumbled head- 
long, to be seen no more. Many were 
the expedients resorted to, in order to 
mount up this dangerous hill. Some 
mounted upon the shuulders of others, 
that they might reach a place where 
there was foot hold. And all seemed 
willing at first to take others upon their 
shoulders, with the expectation that 
when they were up, they would assist 
them inturn. But these expectations 
were seldom realized; for those who 
were up seemed so intent upon mount- 
ing higher, as not to regard those be- 
low any further than they needed their 
help. Many who had reached a con- 
siderable elevation were pulled down 
by others who were desirous of taking 
their places. And many who thus 
pulled others down, fell with them to 
the bottom. Some having secured the 
ladder of pvpular favor, ascended 
quickly to a great height, when the 
ladder suddenly gave way, and their 
bones were broken with the fall. 
Others I saw digging with vast la- 
bor in a mine .called Worldly Gain, 
and burthening themselves witi great 
quantities of the earth they brought 
thence. Many of those who descend- 
ed into the mine I observed never 
came out again; but the earth often 
fell in upon them and buried them 
alive. Such occurrences however did 
not seem in the least to damp the ar- 
dor of the survivors, who continued 
digging with the same eagerness, though 
at the imminent hazard of their lives. 
The earth which was brought from the 
mine appeared to occasion many quar- 
rels among those who possessed it. 
And when they carried it home, I saw 
that they were not able to sleep for 
fear that others should set upon them 
and take it away. Children often 
wished their parents dead, that they 
might get possession of what was in 
their hands; and as secon as their pa- 
rents were out of the way, quarrelled 


among themselves about the division. 
And ! saw, moreover, that several very 
ul favored and dreadful shapes, called 
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Fraud, and Lying, and Perjury, and 
Murder, were continually walking 
about amongst the diggers, taking the 
earth from some and giving it to others. 
Those who received it from them seem- 
ed to exult for a few moments, in the 
possession; but soon another monster 
called Remorse, with vipery hair and 
snaky whip, pursued them wherever 
they went. 

Another part of the inhabitants I 
saw employing themselves very differ- 
ently still. These were chiefly of the 
younger sort. Inthe midst of the city, 
ran several deep, turbid, sluggish 
Streams, called the streams of Sensual 
Pleasure, the waters of which were 
mingled with vast quantities of mire, 
and filth, which were drained off from 
the streets and common sewers of the 
city, and continually sent forth the 
most offensive and pestilential exhala- 
tions. These streams, flowing togeth- 
er in the heart of the city, formed a 
vast whirlpool, called the Vortex of 
Dissipation, in which multitudes were 
continually swallowed up, and carried 
into the Dead Sea. To these foul 
streams vast crowds of both sexes were 
continually resorting, and with the 
greatest seeming eagerness were drink- 
ing down the fetid waters, with an in- 
satiable thirst. Numbers were sailing 
down these streams to the Vortex of 
Dissipation, and many boys were bath- 
ing in them, and sporting in the mire 
an@ filth. 

When I had seen the inhabitants of 
the city thus employed, I said to my- 
self, these people cannot be in the en- 
joyment of right reason, they are cer- 
tainly beside themselves. And what 
strengthened me in this persuasion was, 
that I saw no one among them who 
was at all satisfied with his present 
condition; but the mind of every one 
appeared like the troubled sea, when 
it cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt. And notwithstanding 
that they found so little satisfaction in 
their pursuits, they still returned to 
them with as much eagerness as ever. 
And J saw, moreover, that every one 
had a heavy burden on his back, like 
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that which the pilgrim Christian had 
before he became a pilgrim; and that 
although these burdens seemed to me 
to be sufficiently heavy to sink them 
down to Tophet, yet none of them 
seemed to be sensible that he had any 
burden at all. And besides this, I 
perceived underneath the whole city a 
vast pit, filled with combustible mate- 
rials, and burning with great fierceness, 
which had gradually worn away the 
ground on which the city stood, so that 
in many places it was a mere shell, 
and often tumbled under them, as if it 
were ready to crumble in pieces, and 
plunge the whole city into the burning 
abyss below. And notwithstanding all 
this, they appeared to be as uncon- 
cerned, and as eagerly engaged in their 
various employments as if there were 
no danger to be apprehended. 

While I looked at them, and won- 
dered at their conduct in their present 
circumstances, I observed one near 
me whose name was Revelation, to 
whom I addressed myself, and inquired 
if he could explain these things. 

Then said he to me, this whole 
country was once under the dominion 
of the celestial king, who governed it 
with the greatest equity and mildness, 
and imposed no restraints upon the in- 
habitants, but such as were necessary 
tor their own and the general good.— 
The black tyrant, however, the impla- 
cable enemy of their king, found 
means to persuade them that the whidle- 
some restraints they were under were 
intolerable, and too grievous to be sub- 
mitted to; and that if they would re- 
volt from their lawful prince, and put 
themselves under his control, they 
should be exalted to great dignity, and 
enjoy unbounded liberty. They ac- 
cordingly revolted from their rightful 
king, and became the subjects of the 
black tyrant. 

But he has greatly deceived them, 
said I. He has so, replied Mr. Reve- 
lation ; for instead of being highly ex- 
alted, and becoming as gods, which he 
promised them, they have debased 
themselves to the lowest depth of de- 
gradation, and have become the vilest 
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of creatures. And instead of enjoy- 
ing greater liberty, they are now the 
veriest slaves in the universe. 

They do not appear to be inthe en- 
joyment of right reason, said I. 

Rev. They are not. “ Their hearts 
are full of evil, and madness is in their 
hearts while they live.” The black 
tyrant has blinded the eyes of their 
understanding. And so complete is 
his influence over them, that they do 
not perceive their bondage, nor the 
heavy burthens they have upon their 
backs. 

They are greatly to be pitied, said I. 

Rev. They are indeed; but they 
are more to be blamed. 

How is that? said I. Do we not 
think a man excusable for what he 
does under the influence of lunacy, 
when he is not in the enjoyment of 
right reason? 

Rev. We do so, when a man is un- 
der the influence of natural blindness, 
madness or lunacy. But the madness 
of these people is of a peculiar nature. 
It is not natural, but moral. They 
are entirely voluntary in their mad- 
ness. The black tyrant could never 
have brought them under his power, 
without their consent. He can have 
no further influence upon them now, 
than they please to give him; and he 
cannot keep them in subjection a mo- 
ment longer than they are his willing 

| Slaves. 

But, have they no information, said 
I, of the danger to which they are ex- 

| posed by remaining in the city? 

Rev. They have the best informa- 
‘tion. I am continually employed in 
| pointing out to them this danger, and 
| the way toescape it, through yonder 

gate. Iam always proclaiming that 
the wrath of the king is revealed from 
| his throne against them; and pointing 
| Out to them the dangerous pit of fire 
| and brimstone, over which they hang, 
| and which is very soon to swallow up 
their whole city. But 1 am very lit- 
tle regarded. Some say that I am an 
impostor, and they will not listen to 
me. Others say, my language is so 
mysterious, they cannot understand 
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me if they try, and they will not try. || controversy between the king and his 
Others say, | tell some truth and some || rebellious subjects, and showing the 
lies, and they cannot tell what to de- || unreasonableness and wickedness of 
e en- pend upon. Others admit that all I}| their conduct, and the propriety of 
say is true, in some sense or other; || their submitting themselves uncondi- 


j Oy- 
v the 


earts but they will not believe I mean as I || tionally to the king, he pointed out to 
their say. Others say, they are too much || them, in the most affecting manner, 
lack employed just now, they have no time |} what the Prince Immanuel had done 
their to listen to me; and bid me call again || to open the door of reconciliation; and 
ate is at amore convenient season. ‘There || urged them, by his dying groans and 
y do is one, named Conscience, who sec- || bitter agonies, to renounce their rebel-. : 
> the onds my designs as far as he can. He |! lion, and return to their allegiance— 
their never contradicts the opinions of those 4 At the same time, he warned those 


he addresses, but often crosses their |) who should refuse to submit, of the 
aid I, inclinations. He bids them attend to || danger to which they were exposed 
they my instructions, and always act ac- || fromthe dreadful pit, over which they 
cording to their best judgment of what || were suspended, and the wrath of the 








> not is right. He often follows them into || king which was revealed against them. 
it he their secret retirements, and expostu- || I was myself too much interested in 
nacy; lates with them upon the folly and | the subject to notice the manner in, 
nt of wickedness of their conduct; and || which it affected the hearers while it 


sometimes he breaks in upon them in || was delivered; but when the preach- 
S un- the midst of their carousals, and terri- || er had dismissed the assembly, I ob- 
ness, fies them with the tidings of what is || served a number of persons collected 
Aness coming uponthem. But, they are far || in a group, making their remarks upon f 
ture. from being pleased with his admoni- || what they had heard. 
They tions ; and if they cannot contrive to I am weary, said Mr. Curiosity, with 
mad- silence him, they usually drown his || hearing the same old tale, every time 
lever voice in the noise and bustle which || he preaches, he never gives us any 
wer, they raise. Evangelist also often goes || thing that is new. } 
have and preaches to them, and warns them I am displeased,said Mr. Obstinate, 
now, to flee from the wrath to come. And || that he always insists upon our giving 
id he Goodwill, at the gate, stands, with the || up our side of the controversy, and 
| mo- doors wide open, night ‘and day, with |} never speaks of the king’s yielding a 
illing his hands stretched out towards them, || little. For my part, I am willing to be 

saying, in the most affectiouate man- || on good terms with the king, provided 
, Said ner, “come unto me, all ye that labor || he will give up his claims, and be re- 
€ eX- and are heavy laden, and I will give conciled to us. 

you rest.” For my part, said Mr. Pride, I can ~ 
rma- Upon hearing these words, I cast || not bear to hear him always talking of 
ed in my eyes towards the gate, and saw a | submission. And what is worse than 
, and crowd of people collecting near it, || all, he would have us submit uncon- 
mnder round a venerable old man, whom I || ditionally. He would have us throw 
that presently knew to be Evangelist. I! ourselves into the hands of the king, 
from therefore descended the hill and min- E be disposed of at his sovereign 
nting gled with the crowd, that I might hear || pleasure. Perhaps he would banish or 
fire him preach. After prayer, he opened || imprison the half of us. I am deter- 
lang, a book which he held in his hand, || mined never to be reconciled to the 
w up and read the following words; “ Now || king, unless he will previously stipu- 
y lit- } then we are amhassadors for [mman- : late never to bring me totrial, but to 
m an uel, as though the king did beseech || raise me to a throne; and then I shall 
n to you by us, we pray you in Immanue]’s || be willing to submit, if he calls that 
is so stead, be ye reconciled to the king.” || submission. 
tand After pointing out the nature of the |} The greatest fault I find, said Mr. 
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Self-Complacent, is that he gives such 4 mistaken your calling. For if you 
an odious character to: those who are] are truly called by your master to 
in rebellion against the king. He will | preach the gospel, he will find a place 
not allow that there is any moral good- | for you, without your transgressing a 
ness in them, but insists that they are | single rule of decorum. Go to the 
wholly corrupt, and that every ima- , first place you are invited to, and com 
gination of the thoughts of their heart | tinue in that place doing all you can 
is only evil continually. [consider this | for Christ, for the church, and for the 


as a libel upon the whole of us. 

I am displeased, said Mr. Secure, 
that he preaches so much terror. For 
my part, I have no idea of being 
frightened into submission to the king, 
I do not believe there is any such pit 
of fire and brimstone, as he speaks of, 
beneath our city, ready to swallow us 
up. I havea better opinion of the 
king, than to suppose that he will pun- 
ish the creatures which he has made, 
for any crimes which it is in their 
power to commit. 

SI7Ie 
To the Editors of the Repository. 
REMEDY For “A SERIOUS EVIL.” 


Gentlemen: 


Through the medium of the Boston 
Recorder, I have seen some statements 
respecting “a serious evil” in the Pres- 
byterian Church. Whether the evil 
is confined to that church is not the 
question. That it exists there, I do 
not doubt. ‘That a remedy is needful 
will be admitted. Whether I can 
point out a remedy, or apply it, in 
any measure, I do not certainly know; 
but I will do the best I can. Permit 


me, however, to say, that, being my-, 


self comfortably settled, not waiting 
for the death of Dr. , or the 
removal of Mr. 


business. All I wish is to see minis- 
ters as useful as they can be, and con- 
gregations freely and ably supplied. 
Asa remedy for the evil I would say, 

1. Let every minister or licentiate 


be constanily employed. To this all! 
But how can it be effected? | 
It is the easiest thing in the world. | 
Never go to a place without being in- || him. 
Bot what if Fam invited to, 
Then take your axe, or your | 


agree. 


vited. 
none? 
fail; as fully satisfied that you have 


i 


, I have no, 
personal interest, or concern, in the) 


souls of men, till you are fully satisfied 

‘it is your duty to goto another place, 
But, at any rate, be always employed, 
whether you receive any compensation 
ornot. For just as certainly as you 
are called to preach the pospel, you 
may find a place to preach it, and sup- 
port while you are preaching it. 

2. Let feeble congregations be aid- 
ed by such as are able. I do not be 
lieve, gentlemen, thatthe evil, of which 
“Observer” very justly complains, is’ 
‘altogether with ministers. I believe 
that our Presbyteries and able congre- 
‘gations must bear a part. It was an 
ancient rule, that “the strong should 
bear the infirmities of the weak;”’ and 


; Paul says to the Corinthians, “1 would 


not that other men be eased, and you 
burdened, but that there should be 
equality.” As a minister should be 
willing to preach the gospel to the poor, 
to ride in the woods, to settle any 
where, and do all the good he can; so 
should his brethréa in the cities, and 
‘villages, and able congregations, sym- 
-pathize with him; put out something 


_ of their abundance to aid and encour- 


_age him, and also excite the rich and 
the liberal, and the pious members of 
their congregations, to aid the patient 
and laborious minister among the poor. 
This is the genuine spirit of domestic 
missions. J see no reason, gentlemen, 
why my brother should go and spend 

all his time and talents, and strength 
among the poor rather than myself, 
unless it be this, that he is better qual- 
ified for that work, and I for another. 
This is a good reason. If it be so, f 
see no reason why he should bear the 
burden alone, when [ am able to help 

Is there any? Should love to 
Christ, and to the church, and to the 

souls of men, move him to this service? 

Why should not the same love move 
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me? Should he be willing to preach 
the gospel to the poor, because of this 
love shed abroad in his heart by the 
Holy Ghost? Why should not a hun- 
dred christians, who are able, be made 
acquainted with his love and zeal, and 
aid him too? Where is the principle 
of reason, or of equity; of equality, or 
of law; of the gospel, or implied in 
the example of Paul, or even of Christ, 
which ought to’influence such a min- 
ister, and not myself, and every other 
man in the community? Is it right, 
gentlemen, “that other men be eased 
and you burdened?” Would “Observ- 
er” himself think, that a minister who 
has a family, or who intends to have 


one, ought to sacrifice, out of his own | 


earnings, one hundred dollars every 
year, and live as he can, and do as 
much work of the ministry as he can, 
while one hundred. members of able 
churches are exempted from the pay- 
ment of one dollar each, though each 
ofthem could pay one hnndred with 
as much ease as the minister? Is it 
the spirit of the gospel, which can 
look on and see others labor, and 
make sacrifices, and deny themselves, 
and suffer for Christ and for souls, 
while we can do and suffer nothing? 
It is a very fine subject for charitable 
talk to many ministers and professors 
—they can tell how much the mission- 
ary should be willing to suffer in this 
glorious cause, and blame him, if he 
whisper his complaints—but can there 
be an instance of greater self-ignorance? 
Do these ministers and professors re- 
member that they are bought with the 
blood of Christ, or have they forgotten 
their obligations, and do they think 
themselves at liberty to labor for them- 
selves and their families only, while 
their brethren must take up the com- 
mon cross of christians, and bear the 
whole weight of it without a groan, or 
a sigh, and without so much as casting 
a look. for aid to the habitations of 
such as dwell at ease? 

I find, Messrs, Editors, that my in- 
dignation against such inconsideration, 
(I had aimost said, hypocrisy,) begins 
to rise, and I leave the subject at your 


disposal. Yours, EQUALITY 


Saturday Evening not a part of the Sabbath. 


ee 


Bi 


A DEMONSTRATION THAT THE JEWS 
WERE NOT TO DIVIDE THEIR TIME 
FROM EVENING TO EVENING, OR 
THAT THE EVENING DID NOT PRE- 
CEDE THE DAY TO WHICH IT BE- 
LONGED. 

Leviticus xxiii, 27, 32. 

27. And on the tenth day of this seventh 
month there shall be a day of atonement: 
it shall be an holy convocation unto you; 
and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord. 

32. It shall be unto you a sabbath of 
rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the 
ninth day of the month at even, from even 
unto even shall ye celebrate your sabbath. 


Look now reader at the line A. C, 
below, which is divided in the center 
by the transverse line B. aos 

Now suppose the line A: B. to re- 
present the ninth day, and the line 
B. C. the tenth day. ‘These lines you 
will perceive are marked and lettered 
according to the New E:ngland division 
of holy time, the evening coming be- 
fore the day. 

In the 27th verse of my text you 
will perceive that the Lord directed 
Israel to begin to keep this day of 
atonement on the ninth day of the 
month at‘evening, and to end it at the 
commencement of the evening of the 
tenth day. Now place your finger on 
the evening of the ninth day as repre- 
sented on the line A. B. and you will 
find it resting at A, Place now an- 
other finger at the evening of the tenth 
day, and you will find it resting at B. 
Now according tothe Saturday evening 
division of time, you have between your 
two fingers all that portion of the two 
days represented by the line A. C, 
which God directed the Israelites to 
keep, and yet we have not entered 
upon the tenth day, which was to be 
the day of atonement. 
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The reader will perceive therefore 


that to obtain that division of time 
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which is contended for by those who 
consider Saturday evening the com- 
mencement of the sabbath, we must 
make the command of God in the 
27th verse inconsistent with his com- 
mand in the 32d, and cbedience. to 
both commands absolutely impossible. 

To commence at the evening of the 
ninth day is to commence at A. and to 
end at the next evening; or keep from 
evening to evening, is to end at B. 
But the whole of the tenth day which 
God set apart as the day of atonement 
lies between B. and C. 

JUBA. 
000 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
QUESTION. 

Messrs. Epirors;—In the course 
of my acquaintance with professing 
christians, [ have found it almost uni- 
formly true, that they are disposed to 
think favorably and to speak well of 
those who fadl short of them in their 
religious sentiments; but to think less 
favorably, and to speak less kindly of 
those who go beyond them, even in a 
smaller degree than the others fall 
short. Now, my question is, how can 
this fact be accounted for? 1 hope 
some of your correspondents, will have 
the gooduess to answer this question, 
and satisfy the mind of 

A CONSTANT READER. 
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ORDAINED, at Hartwick, on the 30th 
Dec. 1824, by the Otsego Presbytery, 
the Rev. John H. Prentice, to the pas- 
toral care of the Ist church and Society 
in that place. Introductory prayer by 
Mr. Avery, Sermon by Mr. Putnam,from 
John 21,17, ‘*Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? Feed my sheep.” Ordain- 
ing prayer by Mr. Donaldson, Right 
hand of fellowship by Mr. Bogue, Charge 
to the Candidate by Mr. Andrews, 
Charge to the people by Mr. Smith, con- 
cluding prayer by Mr. Weikham. 


<=tfie 


Drep,—At Paris on the 16thult, after 
a lingering illness, Mr. Hiram Gray, a- 
ged 26. He was a firm believer in the 
doctrines of grace, the profession of 
which he had for several years adorned 
by a life uncommonly uniform, and the 
helief of which afforded him strong con- 


Question. Ordination.—Death.— Utica Missionary Depository. 


solation on the bed of sickness and death, 
He had been for some time pursuing stus_ 
dies with a view to the Gospel ministry, 
for which work he had an ardent desire, 
but his Lord has been pleased to releasg 
him, and take him to himself. ‘** The 
righte us is taken away from the evil t 
come.”’ 

Also at Paris, on the 21st ult. after an 
illness of several months, Miss Mary 


Smith, daughter of Capt. Ebenezer 
Smith, aged 19 : 
bt ‘ 


To Correspondents.—Some of our read 
ers complain that controversies are tog 
_much protracted. We have thought s9 
| a00, but have not known exactly in what 
| place they ought to be stopped. We wish 
to encourage free discussion, and are un 
| willing to abridge it without necessity, 
When a writer has brought forward his sen. 
| timents on any subject, and another is ak 
lowed the liberty of stating his objections: 
to them, the first seems to have a claim to 
he heard in their defence; and we submit 
it to the consideration of our correspond. 
ents, whether it would not be best, in most 
cases, that the controversy should stop 
there. 
We have received another communication 
from Stabilitas, on Mat. 10, 39. But, as” 
we think it not written with sufficient care, 
that it reflects no new light on the passage, 
that it contains too much matter that is 
foreign from the point, and that it is toe 
censorious, we must be excused from in- 
serting it. 
—~-@B0«- 
Utica Missionary Depository. 


Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from 
26th Nov. to 26th Dec. 


Clinton, A legacy by Miss Sally Stanton, de- 
ceased, S72 00 
the one half to be appropriated for the edu- 
cation of heathen children. 
The contents of a Mission Box on College 


Hill, 3 00 

A Mother's thank offering, 5 00 

Utica, Mon. Con. 5 29 
Rushville, Mon. Con. by the Rev. David 

Page, 00 

Amt. —_ 


P.S. Amount of money received at this 89 29 
depository during the term of one year, 
ending on the 4th Dee. 1824, ™%2323 41 


ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 





Received of William Williams Fifty Dollars, it be 
ing one half the proceeds of the Utica Christian Re 
pository for 1824, the profits of which work are divided 
equally between the Western Education Society 
the Auburn Theological Seminary. Jan. 19, 1825. 

JOHN BRADISH, Treas. of W. E. 5. 
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